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Ms. Michele Youngerman EP-1
WBBM-TV Chicago

Investigative Producer

MAY oungerman@chs.com

mabraid@cbs.com

Re; Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear Ms. Youngerman:

On August 16, 2016, the Village of Elmwood Park received your Illinois Freedom of Information
Act (5 ILCS 140/1 ef seq.) (“FOIA”) request for the following records;

“Pursuant to the [Hinois Freedom of Information Act, [ am requesting records, or a list
preferably in Excel, of police owned guns that are classified as missing, stolen,
unaccounted for or any other term involving the unknown location of a police gun. Can
we get records from 2012-present? Please include each type of gun; date and location it
went “missing/stolen etc..”; serial number; job title of who was responsible for the gun,
and if publicly available, the name of the police employee whose gun it was; and it’s
classification such as missing or stolen etc...

We also request a list of guns missing, stolen, unaccounted for or any other term
involving the unknown tocation of a gun that was being held as evidence. Please include
each type of gun; date and location it went “missing/stolen etc..”; serial
number; evidence case number; name of person arrested with the gun along with
the arrest date; and it’s classification such as missing or stolen etc...”

Enclosed please find the records responsive to your FOIA request. However, please be advised
that certain information in the records responsive to your FOIA request has been determined to be exempt
from disclosure under FOIA. Accordingly, such information has been redacted from the records being
provided.

Section 7(1Xb) of FOIA provides that “private information” is exempt from disclosure. “Private
information” is defined in FOIA as, “unique identifiers, including a person’s social security number,
drivet’s license number, employee identification number, biometric identifiers, personal financial
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information, passwords or other access codes, medical records, home or personal telephone numbers, and
personal email addresses. Private information also includes home address and personal license plates,
except as otherwise provided by law or when compiled without possibility of attribution to any person.”
5 ILCS 140/2(c-5). Consequently, certain unique identifiers, including signatures, have been redacted
from the records being provided.

Section 7(1)(c) of FOIA provides that, “[p]ersonal information contained within public records,
the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy” is exempt
from disclosure. Consequently, a birthdate, and other personal information, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, including the race of an individual,
have been redacted from the records being provided.

The person responsible for the decision to deny a portion of your FOIA request is the Village of
Elmwood Park Freedom of Information Officer, Gina Pesko. In accordance with Section 9(a) of FOIA,
you are hereby notified that you have the right to file a Request for Review regarding the decision made
by the Village of Elmwood Park Freedom of Information Officer with the Public Access Counselor at the
Illinois Attorney General’s Office. You can file your Request for Review with the Public Access
Counselor by writing to:

Sarah Pratt

Public Access Counselor

Office of the Attorney General

500 South 2™ Street

Springfield, Illinois 62706

Fax: 217-782-1396

E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us

If you choose to file a Request for Review with the Public Access Counselor, you must do so
within 60 calendar days of the date of this letter. Please note that you must include a copy of your
original FOIA request and this letter when filing a Request for Review with the Public Access Counselor.

You are also notified that you have the right to judicial review regarding the decision made by the
Village of Elmwood Park Freedom of Information Officer pursuant to Section 11 of FOIA.

Sincerely,

STORINO, RAMELLO & DURKIN
Attorneys for the Village of EImwood Park

Erin C. Tinaglia

Enclosures

619800.1
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On 02/21/13, retired Rangemaster/Officer Dan Proletti and I were inspecting the rauge Inventory al the Elmwood Park Training Center.
Upon inspection, Officer Paoletli advised me a Glock 17c and an Interarms Uzi were missing from the department range inventery. The
incident was documented accordingly and Oft. Paoletti did not have the yerial sumbers for the weapons st the time. Officer Paoletti advised
he wowld go through his records at his residence to attempt to locate the serial numbers. (See sitached memorandum).
On 03/12/14, retired Officer Paoletti came to the training cenler fo inspect the exhaust system for the range. Upon his arrival, Officer Paolotti
advised me ho had information on the missing weapons from the range lnventory. Officer Paoletti advised me he had a friend contact him ,
stating he saw & weapon which tesembled his father’s Uzi and someone was selling it
Dfficer Paoletti advised mu his father wags piven the Interarms Uzi and donated it to the range juventory years prior. Officer Pacletti said his
friend advised him John Wasilenko, _was selling the weapon for $1000, Officer Pacletti advised the incident occurred
approxitmately 1 month ago and his fricnd lobd him about the weapon days after the incident. Officer Paoletti was able to find the serial ’
nunbers for the missing weapons in his records,
-See Continvation-
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Continuation Report
14-2320

ELMWOOD PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT

Case Report: 14-2320
Title: Theft .
Officer: B.Hock #6089
Date; 03/15/14 : i

Continuaﬁon: ,

Retired Officer Paoletti was aware John Wasilenko was a Sergeant for the Elmwood Park
Police Depaltment and was currently on administrative leave. Officer Paoletti advised
the Glock 17¢ and the. Interarms Uzi were both in the range inventory upon his
rétirement, Ofﬁcer Paoletti advised he was relieved of his duties as Rangemaster upon
retirement and Sergeant Wasilenko took his place as the new Rangemaster

Since becoming the Rangemaster in 2012, T have never seen either of these weapons in

ihe range inventory. To my knowledge; these weapons were not sent out for repair and-

no person(s) had perntission to be in possession of the weapons. The third weapon

(Remington 870) listed as mlssmg in rny 2013 memorandum was recovered within the 5

dcpartmcnt

Officer Paoletti advised he would cooperate with our agency and to contact h1m if the
incident is to be mvestlgated (708) 280 6000,

On 03/13/14, | advised Sergeant Klisz on the information ret1red Officer Paolettl had
given me. Sergeani Klisz advised me to document the incident in order to enter the -
weapons into the LEADS system as stolen.

I faxed a copy of this.repott to WESCOM for IEADS eniry purposes.
Forward to Investigations- —

- -End-

- AGAES :
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