
SAVE THE DATES! 
Holiday Stroll

December 2nd

6 p.m. 

Village Circle

Leaf Pick up ends
December 2nd 

Village Board Meetings
December 5th & 19th 

January 9th

7 p.m. 
in the Village Board Room

Senior Trip
Four Winds Casino

January 18th

Fight Night

February 17th 

Mardi Gras for Kids
March 11th

11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Parks & Recreation Center

It’s hard to believe that another year is drawing to a 
close. And when we stop to consider all that has been 
accomplished in our community during 2016, it’s hard to 

imagine that it could have all happened in just one year! It 
truly makes me proud to live in such a fine community.

Perhaps our most significant accomplishment has been the completion of the massive 
three-year flood mitigation project. It’s not an 
easy task to lay 40,000 feet of pipe, but with 
your patience and lots of hard work, it happened 
and Elmwood Park’s storm water system is well 
positioned for the future. The resurfacing of 
Fullerton and Diversey was another significant 
infrastructure improvement that we wrapped 
up during 2016. And the new streetscape of our 
Avenue of Flags adds yet another dimension of 
beauty that can make us all proud.

It was wonderful to welcome the new 
Walgreen’s to North Avenue and Harlem, 
a key corner in town. We also improved 
our parking along Restaurant Row during 
2016 by adding significantly more free 
off-street public parking and making it 
easier to enjoy the fine dining experiences 
here in our town. Another improvement 
which gives me special delight is the 
addition of new playground equipment 

for our children at the John Mills School. Add in our new, and very popular, Circle 
Bocce Courts and our Movies in the Park and I think we can safely say that 2016 
offered something for everybody.

We have much to be grateful for 
during this Holiday Season of giving.  
It is my sincere hope that you and 
yours experience the joy, love and hope 
that this special time of year holds. 
We are truly blessed and I am so very 
thankful that you have entrusted me 
to be your Village President. Merry 
Christmas and my best wishes for a 
Happy New Year! 

11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

p. 708.452.7300
f. 708.452.3957

Angelo “Skip” Saviano
Village President

Gina Pesko
Village Clerk

Alan Kaminski
Jeff Sargent

Angela Stranges
Anthony Del Santo
Angelo J. Lollino

Jonathan L. Zivojnovic
Village Trustees

December, 2016

a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano
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Village News 

Village Vehicle Stickers now on sale
2017 Vehicle Stickers available online Now!
Elmwood Park vehicle stickers went on sale November 1st. The 
cost for registering a passenger car is $30. Seniors (65 and older) 
pay $5 if they buy the sticker before Jan. 31, 2017. Stickers must 
be purchased and applied to the inner lower right passenger-side 
of the windshield by January 31st to avoid late fees and citations. 
Vehicle stickers are on sale both in person and online. Those who 
would like to pay online should visit the online portal via the 
Village website at www.elmwoodpark.org. Note that the online 
option is only for those residents who are renewing stickers. 
Residents who want to buy their stickers in person should bring 
their pre-printed forms to Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway during 
normal business hours.

The newly reconstructed Avenue of Flags will make a great 
entrance way into the Circle! 

On Halloween, children enjoyed the mild weather along with the fun activities at the parks and recreation center.
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The Holiday Season can be a wonderful time of year, but it can  
also lead to accidents and holiday-related crime. The Elmwood  
Park Police Department is recommending a number of safety  
tips to keep kids and adults safe in the home, while out shopping or 
attending parties.

“We want to make sure everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
holiday season,” said Elmwood Park Police Chief Frank Fagiano. 
“These are just a few tips to help keep you alert and focused.”

Driving:
• Avoid driving alone or at night.
• Keep all car doors locked and windows closed while in or 

out of your car. Set your alarm or use an anti-theft device.
• If you must shop at night, park in a well-lighted area.
• Avoid parking next to vans, trucks with camper shells, or 

cars with tinted windows.
• Park as close as you can to your destination and take notice 

of where you parked.
• Never leave your car unoccupied with the motor running or 

with children inside.
• Do not leave packages or valuables on the seat of your car. 

This creates a temptation for thieves. If you must leave 
something in the car, lock it in the trunk or put it out of sight.

• Be sure to locate your keys prior to going to your car.
• Keep a secure hold on your purse, handbag and parcels.  

Do not put them down or on top of the car in order to  
open the door.

• When approaching or leaving your vehicle, be aware of  
your surroundings.

• Do not approach your car alone if there are suspicious  
people in the area.

• Ask mall or store security for an escort before leaving  
your shopping location.

Automated Teller Machine (ATM):
• If you must use an ATM, choose one that is located inside a 

police station, mall, or well-lighted location. Withdraw only 
the amount of cash you need.

• Protect your PIN by shielding the ATM keypad from anyone 
who is standing near you.

• Do not throw your ATM receipt away at the ATM location.
Shopping

• Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must 
shop at night, go with a friend or family member.

• Dress casually and comfortably.
• Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
• Do not carry a purse or wallet, if possible.
• Always carry your Driver License or Identification Card 

along with necessary cash, checks and/or a credit card  
you expect to use.

• Even though you are rushed and thinking about a thousand 
things, stay alert to your surroundings.

Shopping (continued)
• Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.
• Pay for purchases with a check or credit card when possible.
• Keep cash in your front pocket.
• Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit  

card is lost, stolen or misused.
• Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers in a safe 

place at home.
• Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are 

the prime targets of criminals in crowded shopping areas, 
transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid 
transit.

• Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to 
have clear visibility and freedom of motion to avoid mishaps.

• Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At this 
time of year, “con-artists” may try various methods  
of distracting you with the intention of taking your money  
or belongings.

Children
• If possible, leave small children at home with a trusted baby 

sitter.
• Teach your child to go to a store clerk and ask for help in 

case your child is separated from you.
• Teach children to stay close to you at all times while 

shopping.
• Never allow children to make unaccompanied trips to  

the restroom.
• Children should never be allowed to go to the car alone  

and they should never be left alone in the car.
• Teach children their full name, address and telephone 

number to give to police officers or mall security.  
Teach children to immediately inform you if a stranger  
is bothering them.

Strangers at Your Door
• Be aware that criminals sometimes pose as couriers 

delivering gifts.
• It is not uncommon for criminals to take advantage of the 

generosity of people during the holiday season by soliciting 
donations door-to-door for charitable causes although no 
charity is involved.

• Ask for their identification, and find out how the donated 
funds will be used. If you are not satisfied, do not donate.

• Donate to a recognized charitable organization.

As always, dial 9-1-1 in an emergency or call the Elmwood 
Park Police Department at (708) 453-2137 for any questions 
you may have.

Holiday safety tips
Stay safe at home, while shopping and at holiday parties
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Village News 
Holiday House Decorating Contest 
As it has in years past, the Arts & Special Events Commission will 
be sponsoring the community wide Holiday House Decorating 
Contest. Each year homes, businesses and entire neighborhood 
blocks are aglow with lights, wreaths, garland and other holiday 
decorations adding to the festive atmosphere in the Village. 

“This is always a highlight of the holiday season and we want 
to thank all the residents who put so much work and love into their 
displays. Growing up here, our neighborhood has always been a 
great place to see decorations,” said Village Clerk Gina Pesko. 

“We also want to thank the local merchants who have agreed to 
donate gift certificates to the winners.” Winners will be selected 
in January at the conclusion of the Holiday season. For more 
information please contact the Clerk’s office at (708) 452-3911.

Curbside snow removal plan aims to speed clearing of Village streets
Triggered by snowfall of two inches or more

The Village is implementing its curbside snow removal plan again this winter. The 
program is designed to speed the process of clearing Elmwood Park streets after a 
snowfall of two inches or greater.

Parking restrictions on curbside snow removal days apply to all Village streets, with  
the exception of Harlem, Belmont, Grand and North Avenues. Once there is a snowfall  
of two inches or more and the center lanes of residents streets have been plowed,  
residents will be notified of the curbside snow removal plan via Blackboard Connect, 
which sends out automated phone calls, emails and text alerts. You may also find 
information regarding snow removal days on the village’s website and 
facebook pages.

If curbside snow removal is set to begin on an ODD-numbered date, 
no parking would be allowed on the sides of streets with ODD-numbered 
addresses between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. that day. The following day, no parking 
would be allowed on the sides of streets with EVEN-numbered addresses.

EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents that Curbside Snow Removal 
is set to begin on December 20th. No parking would be allowed on the 
even-numbered side of the streets that day between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
On December 21st, vehicles would not be permitted to park on the odd-
numbered side of the streets.

Failure to comply with these restrictions could result in cars being towed at the owner’s expense along with a fine of $50. Please 
call Public Works at (708) 452-3945 for more information.

The Fire Wire… 
 …news from your local firefighters

Holiday Safety Tips
The Elmwood Park Fire Department would like to urge 
residents to use caution and make sure their homes are safe 
over the holiday season. Here are some tips to follow.

Holiday Lights 
Always turn off holiday lights (both inside and outside) 
when going to bed or leaving your home.
Candles 
Keep candles a safe distance from wrapping paper,
Christmas trees and other flammable material. Extinguish 
all burning candles when going to bed or leaving the home.

Christmas trees 
Dried out pine needles present a very serious fire hazard. 
Keep trees watered.

Extension cords 
Extension cords are the leading cause of electrical fires. 
Make sure your extension cords are UL, CSA or ETL-
approved. Do not run extension cords through walls 
or ceilings, and do not nail or staple cords to walls or 
baseboards.

The Elmwood Park Fire Department wishes 
everyone a safe and happy holiday season.
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Mark Your Calendars

Don’t miss the holiday stroll in the Circle! Join us on Friday, 
December 2nd, at 6 p.m. to visit with Santa and to officially light 
the decorations in the village! Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for 
more details! Hope to see you there!

Elmwood Park kids are invited to the fourth 
annual Mardi Gras celebration at the Parks 
& Rec Center, 2 Conti Parkway, on Saturday, 
March 11th. Festivities will run from 11 a.m.  
to 3 p.m.

“This is a full indoor carnival, and it’s free!” 
said Village Trustee Angela Stranges. “It’s a 
great way for children to blow off some steam 
during the winter. 

The carnival includes an inflatable jump 
and obstacle course, carnival 
games, crafts, and a variety 
of food. Kids from pre-school 
through 6th grade are welcome.

Mark your calendars, so you 
don’t miss this great event!

The fourth annual Fight Night featuring live amateur boxing 
will take place at the Elmwood Park Parks and Recreation 
Center, 2 Conti Parkway, on Friday, February 17th. The 
program begins at 7 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

“We look forward to another great evening of competition,” 
said Village Trustee Jonathan Zivojnovic. 

Fight Night will include more than boxing. Special 
entertainment will be presented between bouts and plenty of 
food and beverages will be available for sale. “It’s a great night 
of sports and entertainment, and a really fun way to spend a 
winter evening,” Zivojnovic said.

Tickets for the boxing event are available for purchase at 
the Village Hall during normal business hours and are $50 
each. Ticket sales are used to pay for all of the costs associated 
with Fight Night.

Mardi Gras carnival for Kids!

Fight Night Returns Save the Date!
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SENIORS
Senior Snow Removal

Free program for seniors and 
residents with disabilities
Following a snowfall of 6 inches or 
more: Elmwood Park seniors (65 and 
older) and residents with disabilities 
or special needs have free snow 
removal services available. Snow is 
shoveled from the front steps and a 
path will be cleared from the home to 

the street free of charge. Snow shoveling begins 12 to 24 hours 
following the end of the snow fall.

 Snowfall less than 6 inches: Seniors can obtain a list from the 
Village with names of High School students who are available 
to shovel snow. Starting rate for a snowfall of 3 inches or less 
is $10, which includes sidewalks around the house and stairs; 
corner lots start at $15. Driveways and garages are not included; 
however, cost for additional work is negotiable.

Call the Village at (708) 452-7300 or Senior Coordinator Tina 
Gordon at (708) 261-1154 for more information.

Medicare General Enrollment Period
Enroll for Medicare between January 1st and March 31st, 2017
Did you miss your enrollment for Medicare when you were  
first eligible?

If you didn’t sign up for Part A and/or Part B (for which you 
must pay premiums) when you were first eligible, and you aren’t 
eligible for a Special Enrollment Period, you can sign up during 
the General Enrollment Period between January 1st – March 31st 
each year.

In most cases, if you don’t sign up for Medicare Part B when 
you’re first eligible, you’ll have to pay a late enrollment penalty 
for as long as you have Part B and could have a gap in your 
health coverage.

Your coverage will start July 1st.
If you have questions or are interested in enrolling in 

Medicare Part A or Part B, you can contact the Laura Bilben, 
Village Senior Advocate at (708) 359-0143. 

Seniors Dial-A-Ride Bus Hours
Ridership continues to grow! Elmwood Park has a free Seniors 
Dial-A-Ride Bus Program! The door-to-door bus service is 
available to anyone 65 or older and residents with disabilities 
or special needs. Service Area boundaries are from Irving Park 
Road to Lake Street, and from Narragansett to 25th Avenue.

To schedule your next trip, call (708) 452-3902 at least 24 
hours in advance. The bus operates Mondays through Fridays 
from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
There is no service on Sundays.

ADA Para Transit Service
If you have a disability that prevents you from using the fixed 
route Pace bus, CTA bus, or train services, you may be eligible 
for ADA Paratransit Services. This is a shared ride, advance 
reservation, origin-to-destination service. Individuals interested 
in applying for this service may call RTA’s ADA Paratransit 
Program to request an application at (312) 663-4357. 

Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, 
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of 
Elmwood Park. Call Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at  
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to  

make reservations today!

Four Winds Casino
Thursday, February 23rd, 2017

24 @$43 per person or 32 @ $33 per person
Departure/Return Times: TBD

“Saturday Night Fever” the Musical, Drury Lane Oakbrook
Thursday, March 16th, 2017 

Cost: $78.00 per person
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m./returns in the evening. 

Cost:  $175.00 per person, double; $250.00 per person, single; 
$150.00 per person, triple

Departure/Return Times: Departs at 8:00 a.m. on March 22nd and 
will return on March 24th in the evening.

Cost: $78.00 per person
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m./returns in the evening. 

Island Resort & Casino
March 22nd – 24th, 2017 

“Chicago” the Musical, Drury Lane Oakbrook
Thursday, May 11th, 2017
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Library News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

7Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

Charger Cords for Checkout
Have you ever been hanging out 
at the Library and found your 
phone or tablet was out of juice? 
And then the panic sets in…

Don’t worry! You can now 
check out a charger cord from  
the Library.

With your library card, you can check out one of six Micro 
USB Cable Chargers (compatible with Android devices) or one 
of six Lightning Cable Chargers (compatible with iOS devices). 
They are limited to in-house use only, and only one per card. Just 
ask at the Circulation Desk.

New Birthday Club for Kids
The Library wants to celebrate your child’s birthday! 

Starting January 2017, kids up through 
6th grade can sign up for  
our new Birthday Club. When  
your child’s birthday approaches,  
we will send them a birthday card and 
bookmark. We will also post their first 
name on our Birthday Bulletin Board. 

Drive & Dash Book Drop 
It’s getting cold out, and sometimes 
you just don’t want to get out of the 
car to return those books. You don’t 
have to!

Use our Drive & Dash Book Drop 
located in our back parking lot. Just 
turn in to the driveway right after the 
Library on the Avenue of the Flags, 
and you’ll see the Book Drop at the 
exit back onto Grand Ave.

Staff Pick of the Month
This month’s pick, selected by Office Manager Maureen Delaney, 
is The Wonder by Emma Donoghue. 

This novel, set in 19th century Ireland, is 
a story about a girl, deemed a miracle by her 
local villagers, who has lived without food for 
months, and the British nurse who is sent to 
verify her condition. A relationship develops 
between the nurse and the child, as the nurse 
struggles to comprehend the tenets of the 
girl’s community and family.

I found the story intriguing as well as 
thought provoking. It raised many interesting 

questions about the role of religion, faith, community, and family. 
I loved the way the author used historical fiction to explore these 
themes that are still so relevant even in the present day.

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea.
Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dostępny po polsku.

New & Updated Story, Craft & Play Time 
Sessions in January
Starting in January we are adding to and 
updating our morning offerings, with 
a new focus on highlighting the early 
developmental skills your child needs to 
achieve reading and school success. Most 
of our morning sessions will have stories 
and songs, some will have crafts, and all 
will include scheduled play time.

• Little Explorers: Ages 6-24 months (Mon. 9:30 a.m., RR)
• Wiggles & Giggles: Ages 2-5 (Mon. 11:00 a.m., DI)
• Giggles & Grins: Ages 2-5 (Tues. 11:00 a.m., DI)
• Tiny Tots: Ages 0-24 months (Wed. 9:30 a.m., DI)
• Rockin’ Reads: Ages 3-5 (Wed. 10:00 a.m., RR)
• Rockin’ Reads: Ages 3-5 (Thurs. 11:00 a.m., RR)
• EP Playgroup: Ages 0-5 (Jan. 13, Feb. 10, 10:00 a.m., DI)

Sign up for the story times marked with RR starting January 2nd. 
Story times with DI are drop-in and do not require registration.

Upcoming Event Highlights
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs through February, including:

• Jingle Bell Express, All ages (December 12th)
• Introduction to the Internet, Adults (December 15th)
• Family Bingo, All ages (January 10th)
• Dave Herzog’s Marionettes, Ages 3-10 (January 17th)
• Tuesday Night Book Discussion, Adults (January 17th)
• Excel Basics, Adults (January 19th)
• Trivia Night at Baciami, Adults (January 31st)
Don’t forget regularly occurring programs – Story Time, 

Chair Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology 
workshops), and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more 
info on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the 
Programs/Events section of our website to sign up.

Library Holidays
Please be advised that the Library will be 
closed for the following upcoming holidays:

• December 24th – Christmas Eve 
• December 25th – Christmas Day
• December 31st – New Year’s Eve
• January 1st – New Year’s Day
• January 16th – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Prom Dress Extravaganza
Prom is an important, but 
expensive, event for high 
schoolers. That’s why 
this coming spring we are 
planning a Prom Dress 
giveaway to provide free 
dresses to our resident 
teens. In order to make this 

giveaway possible, we need dresses! So between now and March 
15th, please donate your gently used dresses to the Kids & Teens 
Desk, which we will then use in our giveaway. We will have more 
details about the giveaway after March 15th.



Q:  What’s it like to be Elmwood 
Park’s Village Clerk? 

A:  Being Village Clerk is a great 
honor. I love being able to work 
with so many of our residents on 
a daily basis and I particularly 
enjoy being able to help them. I 
consider myself very fortunate 
to have such an extraordinary 
opportunity to serve.” 

Q:  What makes it so special? 

A:  I was born and raised in 
Elmwood Park. My family has 
a rich history of service in this 
town so it was very important 
for me to stay in the Village 
and raise my family here. It is 
very special for me to be able 
to work with long time residents 
as well as newcomers. I also 
enjoy working with the Village 
Board on so many exciting 
projects to improve Elmwood 
Park. It has been exciting to see 
the wonderful improvements 
throughout town over the past 
few years.

Jonathan L. ZivojnovicAngelo J. Lollino Angela StrangesAlan T. Kaminski

Know Your Village Clerk
Gina Litrenta Pesko has been the Village Clerk since 2013. Born and raised in Elmwood 
Park, Gina is a fourth generation Elmwood Park resident. She and her family have 
always been deeply involved in the town. 

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Anthony Del Santo

Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino • Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic 

Jeff Sargent

Q:  What are the main duties of the Village Clerk? 

A:  As Village Clerk, I attend all Board meetings. I am 
responsible for recording the proceedings and for 
keeping the official minutes from those meetings. I 
prepare and distribute the packets of information to 
the President and Board of Trustees which they need 
to review before meetings. I ensure that all public 
meetings are properly posted. I am the official keeper 
of Village records. I also fulfill requests for access to 
public information.

Q:  What are your goals for the future? 

A:  I am excited to be part of the future of Elmwood 
Park. I am honored to continue to work with the 
President and the Trustees on bringing more exciting 
projects to Elmwood Park. Elmwood Park has both a 
wonderful history and a bright future!

Village of Elmwood Park
11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

ECRWSS
Local
Postal Customer


