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SAVE THE DATES! 

Village Board Meetings
October 3rd, 17th

November 7th, 21st

7:00 p.m. at Village Board Room

Movie in the Park
The Goonies 
October 7th

7 p.m.

Central Park

Leaf Pickup 
October 24th – December 2nd 

Kids Halloween Party
for kids 13 and under 

October 31st

4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Parks & Rec

2 Conti Pkwy

Holiday Stroll
December 2nd

6 p.m. 

Village Circle

a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano

It’s hard to believe that fall is here after such a spectacular  
summer! We had great turn out for the Taste of Elmwood Park  
and Fall Fest. All of our vendors, volunteers, and residents  

deserve a hearty thank you for making these signature festivals 
successful. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

But the fun didn’t stop there. 
From new events like outdoor movies in the park to bocce ball tournaments, and fun at the 

aquatic center, the summer of 2016 has been a memorable one. Moving our concert series and 
farmer’s markets to the Circle this year proved to be a success with residents turning out to hear 
live music and enjoy warm summer nights in the center of town. 

And speaking of the Circle, we’re very excited to announce that the Avenue of Flags will be 
streetscaped this fall to beautify the entrance to the Circle. We’re also pleased to let you know about a 
grant we were awarded with the help of Cook County Commissioner Peter Silvestri to streetscape the 
Circle from Westwood Drive to Sunset Drive. We look forward to these improvements in the spring. 
As always we’re doing our best to keep things moving forward in Elmwood Park.  

This fall, the resurfacing of Diversey and Fullerton Avenues will be funded with grant money 
the state and county provided to our Village. The Village pursues these opportunities to fund 
improvements in town without burdening our residents. We are excited about our success this year. 

There is plenty to do as we move into the holiday season. Check the calendar of events and read 
on for tips to keep your youngsters safe and happy as Halloween comes around the corner.

Since 1922 the Sunday 
to Saturday where 
October 9th falls has 
been observed as Fire 
Prevention Week 
to commemorate the 
Great Chicago Fire of 1871. This year Fire 
Prevention Week is observed October 9 – 15 
and the key message of the 2016 campaign 
is for residents to check the date on every 
smoke alarm in their home.

“Smoke alarms need to be replaced 
regularly like any safety device,” said 
Elmwood Park Fire Chief Kevin Miller. 
“Alarms need to be installed in every 
bedroom, outside each separate sleeping area 

and on every level of 
your home, including 
the basement and they 
need to be replaced 
every 10 years.”

If there is a fire in 
your home, smoke spreads fast, and smoke 
alarms are essential in giving you the time 
to get out. The National Fire Prevention 
Association says roughly half of home fire 
deaths result from fires reported between 
11 p.m. and 7 a.m., when most people are 
asleep. Having a working smoke alarm cuts 
the chances of dying in a fire in half.

Learn more at NFPA.org. 

Fire Prevention Week puts focus on smoke alarms
“Don’t wait – Check the Date: Replace smoke alarms every 10 years”
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Village News 

Fall Fest was another hit last month as residents gathered for one final outdoor festival of the year. 
A perfect way to transition into a new season!

Let’s keep Halloween safe!
Police have reminders for parents, homeowners
Tradition and safety come together each year at Halloween. The Elmwood Park 
Police Department is recommending a number of safety tips to keep kids, parents and 
homeowners safe as kids race door-to-door to stock up on candy and goodies.

“We want kids to have fun, but we want them to be safe,” said Elmwood Park Police 
Chief Frank Fagiano. “If parents take a few minutes to go over our tips, we know we 
can prevent serious injury on what should be a fun-filled afternoon and evening.”
For Trick-or-Treaters and parents

• Go trick-or-treating in a group escorted by a parent or adult. 
• Give your older children a set time to return home. Review where he or she  

will be trick-or-treating.
• Visit only people you know.
• Do not wear masks that obstruct your vision or hearing. Consider using face  

paint instead of a mask.
• Avoid plastic or wood costume props, such as daggers or swords. Substitute  

with foam rubber props.
• Make sure costumes fit well. It’s easy to trip on costumes that are too long.  

Avoid wearing oversized or high-heeled shoes that make it easy to trip. 
• Make it easy for drivers to see you. Cross streets at the corner within the cross-

walk and look both ways before crossing. Wear brightly colored clothing and  
put reflective strips or glow-in-the-dark patches on your costume.

• Go trick-or-treating early. If you must go out at night, carry a flashlight.
• Instruct children not to eat collected goodies until an adult inspects them.

For Homeowners:
• Remove any obstacles from your sidewalk, stairs, or porch to prevent falls.
• Turn on outside lights so trick-or-treaters can find their way to your door.
• Keep open flames away from your landing or doorstep to avoid any contact  

with costumes. 
For Motorists

• Drive slowly and use extra caution at intersections.
• Keep your eyes peeled for trick-or-treaters darting out from between parked cars. 

The Elmwood Park Police Department will have an increased number of officers 
assigned to the evening shift on Halloween night. While safety and crime prevention 
is the primary purpose of the additional officers, criminal acts and violations of local 
ordinances will not be tolerated and offenders will be arrested or issued citations. 

Dial 9-1-1 in an emergency, or (708) 453-2137 for any questions you may have.

We’re excited to announce  
that new playground 
equipment has been installed 
at Mills Park and nearby John 
Mills Elementary School.

“The Village worked 
with the PTA and the 
administration at Mills in 
designing the playground 
and selecting the equipment,” 
said Village President Angelo 
“Skip” Saviano. “I want to 
thank the parents for their helpful input.”

In addition to the playground, the Village has already made significant improvements 
to the baseball field so that hardball teams can play there. Among the upgrades are a high 
protective fence along both baselines and an expanded infield with longer base paths. 

The Village also repaired and enhanced the outdoor basketball court at Mills, 
including seal coating and striping as well as new backboards. 

“We are pleased to contribute to these improvements at Mills School,” added 
Village Trustee Angie Stranges.

Mills Park Has a New Playground
Similar improvements planned for Elmwood School
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Fall Fest was another hit last month as residents gathered for one final outdoor festival of the year. 
A perfect way to transition into a new season!

Fire Department to add new exhaust system
The Elmwood Park Fire Department is proud to announce they have been awarded a 
federal grant of $84,933 to install an exhaust extraction system in both fire stations. 
This essential piece of equipment will improve the air quality for firemen in the 
engine room. 

Resurfacing of Diversey and Fullerton Ave
Fully funded with use of grant money
Resurfacing projects on Diversey and Fullerton Avenues will occur this fall, funded 
with a local match from Cook County.

“We’re very happy that Cook County was able to help the Village with matching 
funds to improve these two busy roads,” said Village President Saviano. “It is vital the 
Village keeps up on infrastructure improvements and these are two of our most highly 
travelled roads.”

The resurfacing will take place throughout the fall. The Village asks that residents 
be patient during the project. All businesses will remain open during the improvements. 

 “It’s a small inconvenience now but staying on top of these things means we can 
avoid more costly repairs later down the line,” said Village Trustee Angelo Lollino.  
Trustee Lollino is the board liaison to Public Works.

The Elmwood Park Fire and Police Departments hosted their second open house  
and safety fair on September 10, featuring live fire and rescue demonstrations, 
fire trucks, rescue gear, Hazmat crews, fire investigators, child safety seat 
demonstrations, and a question and answer session with Fire, Police and  
Emergency Medical Service officials. 

Police Officials demonstrated the proper installation of child car seats. A 
representative from Com Ed was on hand to teach kids about electricity.  
Walgreens offered flu shots to the public. 

“There was great resident turnout to see the emergency equipment that we  
use to keep the community safe,” said Elmwood Park Fire Chief Kevin Miller. 
“There were lots of questions from residents about keeping safe around the home. 
We were happy to talk with them about both fire and life safety.”

Village highlights safety at Safety Fair
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Village News 
The Taste of Elmwood Park went off without a 
hitch this year with over 20 local food vendors, 
live music, games, rides and craft vendors. Back 
by popular demand was the second annual 
Mayor’s Cup bocce ball tournament. 
     “It was a terrific event,” said Trustee Angelo 
Lollino. “We’re extremely grateful to our many 
sponsors, excellent restaurants and volunteers 
that helped make the Taste a success.”

The Avenue of Flags 
will get a makeover 
this fall thanks in 
part to a grant that 
the Village received. 
The streetscape will 
include a new  
gateway that leads 
from Grand Avenue 
into the Circle.

“The Avenue of Flags is the front door to the Village,” said 
Elmwood Park Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “Conti 
Parkway is a great asset to our community. It’s very important 
we do our part as the Village to keep our streets appealing to 
patrons and business owners alike.”

The upgrades to Avenue of the Flags will include refurbishing 
the flagpoles and light poles as well as new pavers and planters. 
A gateway pillar will be constructed at each end of the median 
between the Circle and Grand Avenue.

“The business community is excited for these projects, and 
patrons will see an improved experience when everything is 
completed,” said Village Trustee Angelo Lollino.

A good crowd of residents turned out for Elmwood Park’s 
National Night Out event on August 2nd, an annual campaign 
designed to foster relationships between residents and police with 
the goal of making the Village safer.

“Everyone had a great time interacting with officers and 
grilling out,” said Elmwood Park Trustee Anthony Del Santo. “It 
was a great opportunity for members of our Police Department, 
the Elmwood Park Neighborhood Watch, the Elmwood Park 
Neighborhood Civic Organization and Elmwood Park Village 
Officials to come together and enjoy a social gathering.”

Elmwood Park residents joined communities across the 
country, Canada and military bases worldwide to promote 
police-community partnerships designed to inform residents and 
encourage police and neighbors to work together to fight crime.

“We value our residents’ input,” said Elmwood Park Police 
Chief Frank Fagiano. “After all, they are the ones who are most 
familiar with their neighborhood. They help us do our jobs more 
effectively when we communicate.”

Large crowd in Elmwood Park for  
National Night Out
Residents meet police officers, discuss community safety

Taste of Elmwood Park another huge success

Conti Parkway to be spruced up
New gateway for Village to be built
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Mark Your Calendars

Family favorite The Goonies to show in  
Central Park
Final movie of the year

The Elmwood Park movie in the park series will go out with a 
spooky bang when family favorite The Goonies shows on Friday, 
October 7th at 7 p.m. in Central Park. The movie will begin at dusk. 

Movies in the Park are new this year and have been a great 
success with families coming out to enjoy films and food 
provided by local restaurants. 

Curbside Leaf Collection
October 24th - December 2nd

The Village again this year will be assisting residents with fall 
leaves. Curbside leaf collection begins on October 24th and will 
coincide with regular designated “Street Cleaning Days” posted 
on parking restriction signs on all Village streets. 

“Our residents are very happy to have this service provided,” 
said Elmwood Park Trustee Jeff Sargent. “We’re very grateful to our 
Public Works Department. They just ask that residents remember this 
is for leaves only, not tree branches or other yard waste.”

Residents should not rake leaves to the curb until one to two 
days before scheduled collection days. If they prefer, residents 
can place leaves in yard-waste bags for collection with the 
regular garbage. No stickers are needed.

CENTRAL PARK 

MOVIE IN THE PARK  

75th Avenue         
and Fullerton 

OCTOBER 7TH  
7:00 PM  

MOVIE  
BEGINS  

AT DUSK 

VENDORS INCLUDE: 
BOY SCOUT TROOP 690 WITH  

POPCORN, CANDY AND WATER 
HAPPY JACKS CONCESSIONS  

SPIZZICO PIZZA 
TAQUERIA EL TOREO 

For families with young children, get a jump on trick-
or-treating with the Village's annual Halloween Party at 
the Parks & Rec Center, 11 Conti Parkway on Monday, 
October 31st, from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. for children 13 and 
younger. There will be games, pumpkin decorating, crafts, 
candy prizes and free pumpkins for the first 200 children 
attending. Kids should wear their costumes.

Official Village Halloween Party

Join Village President 
Angelo “Skip” Saviano 

For the official lighting of the  
Holiday Lights 

 

Friday, December 2nd 
6:00 PM  

In the Circle 
 

Hot Chocolate, Holiday Music,  
A Special Appearance by Santa 

And much more 
 

Please join us on kicking off  
the holiday season! 

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for event updates. 

 
 

HOLIDAY STROLL  
IN THE CIRCLE 

Join Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano  
for the official lighting of the Holiday Lights.

Friday, December 2nd, 6:00 pm in the Circle
Hot chocolate, holiday music, special appearance by  

Santa Claus, and much more!

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for event updates!

Election News
New to Elmwood Park? Please stop by Village Hall 
to change your voter registration during regular 
business hours until October 11th.  

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8, 2016.   
Cook County is predicting record turnout for this 
year’s historic Presidential Election and there are numerous 
options for you to cast your ballot. 

Early voting will begin at Village Hall on October 24, 2016 
and will run until November 7, 2016, including Saturday and 
Sunday, call for specific hours.  

You can also vote absentee by requesting a mail in ballot 
online at www.cookcountyclerk.com or by filling out an 
application at Village Hall.  

If you have any questions, please contact Village Clerk Gina 
Pesko at (708) 452-3911.
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SENIORS

Seniors Dial-A-Ride Bus Hours
Ridership continues to grow! Elmwood Park has a free 

Seniors Dial-A-Ride Bus Program! The door-to-
door bus service is available to anyone 65 or older 
and residents with disabilities or special needs. 
Service Area boundaries are from Irving Park 
Road to Lake Street, and from Narragansett to 

25th Avenue.
To schedule YOUR next trip, call (708) 452-3902 

at least 24 hours in advance. The bus operates Mondays 
through Fridays from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from  
8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There is no service on Sundays.

Elmwood Park Senior Leaf Removal &  
Small Jobs Program
Elmwood Park Seniors 
can contact Tina Gordon 
at (708) 452-3962 or 
(708) 261-1154 or the 
Village Hall at (708) 
452-7300 for the Leaf 
Removal and Small  
Jobs Program.

When you call in we 
will give you names of 
high school students 
who are interested in doing leaf removal. You can also request a 
list to be mailed to you.

You can also obtain a list from the Village Hall located at 11 
Conti Parkway or at the Parks and Recreation Center located at  
2 Conti Parkway. The rate is $10.00 for any size lot. 

“This is a great way to have the high school students help out 
the elderly in our village,” said Trustee Jonathan Zivojnovic. 

Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, 
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of 
Elmwood Park. Call Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at (708) 
452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make 

reservations today!

“Smokey Joe’s Café” at Drury Lane
Wednesday, October 12th, 2016

Cost: $78 per person, includes lunch
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Island Resort & Casino 3 Day Trip
October 26th, 27th, 28th, 2016

Cost: $175 per person Dbl, $250 per person Single,  
$150 per person Triple
Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. Day 1, 6:45 p.m. Day 3

Cost: $25 per person, includes $10 toward lunch buffet
Bring your original Driver’s License or State ID
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m

Ameristar Casino
November 16th, 2016

Medicare Open Enrollment is  
October 15th – December 7th

The Village can assist and provide the answers you need
The Village of Elmwood Park is a Senior Health Insurance 
Program site and can assist seniors needing to make any changes 
in Medicare benefits during the enrollment period, October 15th 
through December 7th.

Anyone who is enrolled in Medicare Part A and/or Part B, 
including those who may already be enrolled in a Medicare 
Advantage Plan or a Part D plan can change plans during this 
enrollment period. 

Those on Medicare can:
• Change from original Medicare to a Medicare  

Advantage Plan;
• Change from Medicare Advantage to Original Medicare;
• Join, drop, or switch Part D drug plans.

Contact Laura Bilben, Senior Advocate with questions about 
your Medicare Benefits, assistance enrolling or disembroiling in 
plans during this open enrollment period.

Call (708) 359-0143, (708) 452-3916 or email: 
senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org.
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Library News.. brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

Elmwood Park Works
Whether you’re looking to advance in your current job, change 
career paths, rejoin the workforce, or find your very first job,  
the Library has programs and tools to help you reach your 
career goals.

This fall we are highlighting these 
resources within the Library, in social 
media, and on our website. Upcoming in 
November, we have a great online course 
that you can take to help further your 
career:

 Library U: Career Edge: Resume, Networking, and 
Interview Skills • Tuesdays, November 1 – 22 • 2:00 p.m. 
 Improve your job search skills with this class. Make your 
resume and cover letter stand out, learn to network effectively, 
familiarize yourself with common interview questions, and 
more. Take this online, self-paced course at the library in 
a group. A librarian will facilitate this class. The content is 
offered by Fullbridge through the edX platform. This class 
meets for four weeks on Tuesday afternoons. Call the Adult 
Services Desk or visit our online calendar to register.

Keep an eye out for helpful tools and links on Facebook, and be 
sure to check out all the resources available on our website: click 
on the Adults menu, then choose the Elmwood Park Works link 
under Additional Services.

Check Us Out on Social Media
Looking for some quick, fun, topical, and book-
related news? Follow us on social media: 

• Twitter: Book and author news, as well as  
other interesting, topical tidbits.

• Facebook: Library, book, and author news, 
program photos and info, and other goings-on  
in Elmwood Park and the world.

• Pinterest: Recommended reads, as well as 
book, film, and library related crafts and fun.

• Instagram: Library, program, and book  
related pics. 

Website Update: Kids & Teens 
We’ve updated the Kids & Teens portion of our website. Now 

you’ll find 
better organized 
information 
about the 
department, 
including special 
features and 
collections, a 
breakdown of 

relevant items by age groups, as well as sections for parents and 
teachers. Take a look and tell us what you think!

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea.
Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dostępny po polsku.

Trick-or-Treating at  
the Library
Candy and costumes, what’s not 
to love? Kids (and adults, too) are 
invited to stop by the Library all 
day on Halloween in your best 
outfit and trick-or-treat at the Adult, 
Circulation, and Kids & Teens 
Desks. Please note that we will 
close at 5:00 p.m. on Halloween, 
so make sure to get here in time to 
grab some candy!

Early Reader Collection Updated
We recently added colored 
labels to our Early Reader 
collection to assist parents 
in choosing books with the 
appropriate reading levels 
for their children who are 
embarking on the journey of 
learning to read.

We have used labels that 
correspond with the Fountas-Pinnell guided reading level system, 
which is currently being used by Elmwood Park School District 
401. For more information, stop by and pick up a brochure or visit 
the new Kids & Teens section of our website.

Upcoming Event Highlights
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs through September, including:

• Dave Herzog’s Marionettes, Ages 3–10 (October 10)
• Harry Potter Party, All ages (October 17)
• Trivia Night at Baciami (October 25 | November 29)
• Create a Holiday Newsletter in Word (October 27)
• Flowers of Paradise (November 8)
• International Games Day, All ages (November 19)
• Photo Editing with Pixlr (November 21)

Don’t forget regularly occurring programs - Story Time, Chair 
Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology 
workshops), and weekly movies - are waiting for you. Get more 
info on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the 
Programs/Events section of our website to sign up.

Staff Pick of the Month
This month’s pick, Sweetbitter by  
Stephanie Danler, is from Christine  
from Adult Services. 
Tess moves to New York City and becomes 
immersed in the restaurant service industry 
that is “a constant assault of color and taste 
and light,” and “ugly and raw and fast.” When 
Tess is taken under a senior server’s wing 
and becomes romantically involved with the 
handsome bartender, she thinks she has finally 
found her family. However, she soon comes to realize that they 
are both damaged beyond repair and she must tear herself out of 
their grasp. This book is a beautiful look at what people will go 
through for experience and transformation.
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Q:  What do you like about being a Trustee? 

A:  I love working with people and helping  
to make Elmwood Park a great place to 
live, work and play. As Trustees, we have 
the opportunity to interact with a wide 
range of residents from seniors to kids. 
The Elmwood Park Youth Commission 
Board, for example, is made up of a great 
group of volunteers who spend their free 
time making sure our kids are engaged  
in the community.  
     Recently, the Youth Commission 
worked with kids in the Village to show 
their support for our local law enforcement 
by tying blue ribbons around trees in the 
community. The kids had a chance to 
learn about public safety and to become 
involved in the community. A community 
is made up of everyone, especially kids. 
They are our future.

Q:  What are you excited about in the next 
couple of months? 

A:  There is a lot to be excited about. Fall 
is a season of transformation and I’m 
looking forward to the streetscape that 
will be done in the Circle. The Circle 
has always been a special place for 
residents to gather. We are very focused 
on keeping it vital. The entire village 
will benefit from the improvements in 
the Circle.  
     I’m also looking forward to the 
Village Halloween Party on October 
31st from 4 p.m to 6 p.m. It’s a great 
chance to get into the spirit of the 
season. The kids love the games and 
crafts. Of course there are pumpkins 
to decorate and all of the costumes are 
always fun to see. 

Jonathan L. ZivojnovicAngelo J. Lollino Angela StrangesAlan T. Kaminski

This edition of the Village newsletter highlights Village Trustee Angelo Lollino. 
Trustee Lollino is the Liaison to the Public Works Department.Jeff Sargent

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Anthony Del Santo

Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino • Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic 


