
SAVE THE DATE! 

Village Board Meetings
Monday December 4th  

Monday December 18th 

7 p.m., Village Board Room

Holiday Stroll
Friday December 1st  

6 p.m., Village Circle

Fight Night
Friday, February 16th

7 p.m., Parks & Rec Center

Restaurant Week – 
Elmwood Park
February 16th – 25th

Various locations

Winter Carnival for Kids

Saturday, March 3rd;  

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Parks & Rec Center

What a whirlwind of a year it has been in Elmwood 
Park. It’s hard to believe that 2017 is already coming 
to a close. 

One of our biggest projects, the redevelopment and 
streetscape on Conti Parkway has generated a lot of buzz. 

Earlier this year, the Village purchased three properties that will be redeveloped 
to continue making the circle more appealing to pedestrians and businesses. The 
investment hasn’t been limited to the Circle though. As a family friendly community, 
we were happy to install a new splash pad in Central Park and we continue to build on 
the success of Restaurant Row on North Avenue, by adding much needed parking for 
patrons of those businesses. 

Speaking of Restaurant Row, we launched our Dine Elmwood Park videos online 
this year, featuring our many popular eating destinations. If you haven’t seen them yet, 
check out our YouTube channel: www.YouTube.com/VillageOfElmwoodPark. Next 
year, Elmwood Park will take our commitment to dining to the next level with our first 
ever Restaurant Week in February from the 16th to the 25th. Combined with our biggest 
and most successful Taste of Elmwood Park ever, our village continues to cultivate a 
reputation as a premier dining destination in the Chicago area. 

I’m also happy to report I traveled 
to Washington D.C. in October to 
meet with numerous government 
officials, including Senator Tammy 
Duckworth. Our meeting with Senator 
Duckworth was very productive. We 
discussed the railroad grade separation 
at Grand Avenue, as well as other 
infrastructure improvements. We have 
secured $4.2 million of the $7 million 
needed to complete the engineering 
for the grade separation. We are working with Cook County and the Illinois Department 
of Transportation to come up with the remaining $2.8 million. Once we complete the 
engineering, the project will be shovel ready and well positioned for construction funding. 

I hope to see all of you at our annual Holiday Stroll and Christmas tree lighting in the 
Circle on December 1st at 6 p.m. when we officially kick off the winter season. There are 
plenty of great activities during the winter months, including the ever popular Fight Night 
in February and the kids Winter Carnival in March. 

This year has been a tremendous one and we look forward to making 2018 just as 
memorable. Happy Holidays!

Elmwood Park Village President

11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

p. 708.452.7300
f. 708.452.3957

Angelo “Skip” Saviano
Village President

Gina Pesko
Village Clerk

Alan Kaminski
Jeff Sargent

Angela Stranges
Anthony Del Santo
Angelo J. Lollino

Jonathan L. Zivojnovic
Village Trustees

December, 2017

a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano

EPN 1217 ƒ.indd   1 11/15/17   5:37 PM



2

Upcoming Events

Village Vehicle Stickers now on sale
Purchase by January 31st, 2018

Now is the time to purchase your 2018 Village Vehicle Stickers! These stickers must be 
purchased and applied to the inner, lower right passenger-side of the windshield by January 31st, 
2018, to avoid late fees and citations, so don’t wait!

The cost for registering a passenger car is $30. Seniors (65 and older) pay $5 if they buy the 
sticker before January 31st, 2018. 

Vehicle stickers are available for purchase either online or in person. Those who would like 
to pay online should visit the online portal via the Village website at www.elmwoodpark.org. 
Note that the online option is only for those residents who are renewing stickers. Residents who 
want to buy their stickers in person should bring their pre-printed forms to Village Hall, 11 Conti 
Parkway during normal business hours. New Residents must bring their vehicle registration 
form and a state I.D. with their new Elmwood Park address on it. 

Don’t miss this season’s carnival for 
kids! The annual Mardi Gras carnival 
has changed its name to the Winter 
Carnival, but will still have many of 
the same festivities and activities. This 
year’s carnival is set for Saturday, March 
3rd at the Parks & Rec Center, 2 Conti 
Parkway. The action begins at 11 a.m. 
and runs until 3 p.m.

“Residents who have come to the 
Mardi Gras festival in the past will find 
the same, kid-friendly event with the 
Winter Carnival,” said Village Trustee 
Angie Stranges. “We encourage parents 
to come out with their kids so everyone 
can get a change of scenery during the 
cold winter months.”

The Winter Carnival will feature an 
inflatable jump and obstacle course, 
carnival games, crafts, and food. Kids 
from pre-school through 6th grade are 
welcome to attend. Admission is free!

Get ready to sit ringside, as Fight Night will 
return on Friday, February 16th! The fifth 
annual Fight Night will feature live amateur 
boxing at the Park & Recreation Center,  
2 Conti Parkway.

“Fight Night is one of our biggest sporting 
events of the year,” said Village Trustee 
Alan Kaminski. “There’s nothing quite like 
watching a fight live; the crowd, the boxers, 
the atmosphere. It’s a fun and different way  
to spend the evening."

Attendees will enjoy special entertainment 
between bouts, so there will never be a dull 
moment. Food and drink will also be available 
for purchase. Tickets for the event will be 
available for $50 at Village Hall during 
normal business hours. Ticket sales are used  
to pay for the costs associated with Fight  
Night itself. 

   

INDOOR INDOOR   
FUN FAIR!FUN FAIR!  

 

Saturday, 
March 3, 2018 

11 AM - 3 PM 
Parks and Rec Center 

2 Conti Pkwy 
 

Toddlers - 6th Grade 

Elmwood Park Residents Only 
 

INFLATABLE OBSTACLE COURSE  

INFLATABLE JUMP  -  CRAFTS 

CARNIVAL GAMES - PRIZES  

FOOD VENDORS 

Elmwood Park’s inaugural 
restaurant week, called Dine-In 
Elmwood Park, will give food 
lovers the opportunity to sample 
some of the Village’s finest local 
restaurants from February 16th  
to 25th. 

Elmwood Park has a long-
standing reputation for being home 
to some outstanding restaurants. 
Participating venues will offer  
special menus at promotional  
prices during the event. So save 

the date and don’t miss this exciting opportunity to taste Elmwood Park’s most 
delectable dishes! More details will be posted on the Village’s website as they 
become available. 

Friday, Feb 16, 2018 - 7pm 

TICKETS $50 
FOOD - BEVERAGES - VALET PARKING 

Inaugural Restaurant Week – Save the Dates! 
Serving up delicious dishes February 16th - 25th

Fifth Annual Fight Night Coming Up
Add February 16th to your calendars

Winter Carnival
Different name, same fun!
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Village News
Despite last year’s light precipitation, the Village is again 
preparing for a snowy winter by implementing its curbside snow 
removal plan this season. The program is designed to speed the 
process of clearing Elmwood Park streets after a snowfall of two 
inches or greater.

“The curbside snow removal plan has proven a tried and true 
method for clearing streets for residents in a fast and efficient 
manner,” said Public Works Director Dino Braglia. “Hopefully 
we won’t have to implement it too often this winter, but we’ll be 
ready if we do.”

If there is a snowfall of two inches or more, and the center 
lanes of residents’ streets have been plowed, residents will then 
be notified of the curbside snow removal plan via Blackboard 
Connect, which sends out automated phone calls, emails and 
text alerts.

If curbside snow removal is set to begin on an ODD-
numbered date, no parking would be allowed on the sides of 
streets with ODD-numbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. that day. The following day, no parking would be allowed 
on the sides of streets with even-numbered addresses.

EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents that Curbside Snow 
Removal is set to begin on December 20th. No parking would be 
allowed on the even-numbered side of the streets that day between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. On December 21st, vehicles would not be 
permitted to park on the odd-numbered side of the streets.

Parking restrictions on curbside snow removal days apply to 
all Village streets, with the exception of Harlem, Belmont, Grand 
and North avenues. 

Failure to comply with these restrictions could result in cars 
towed at the owner’s expense along with a fine of $50.

Residents can call the snow removal hotline number at (708) 
395-4040 for parking restriction updates.

The Village is pleased to announce the opening of a new parking 
lot at 1613 North 75th Court. The new lot can accommodate 11 
vehicles—and is right off North Avenue. This new lot is part of an 
effort by the Village to increase parking for patrons and businesses 
along the popular Restaurant Row, while keeping street parking 
clear for residents. This will let patrons walk to a number of 
Elmwood Park’s most well-known dining spots, such as New Star, 
Burger MooVment, Johnnies Beef, and Alpine. This is the third 
parking lot the Village has added to Restaurant Row.

Curbside snow removal plan keeps streets clear
Kicks in after two inches of snow or more

Seniors Dial-A-Ride Bus hours
The Dial-A-Ride door-to-door bus service is available 
for anyone 65 or older, and to residents with disabilities 
or special needs. Service area boundaries are from Irving 
Park Road to Lake Street, and from Narragansett to 25th 
Avenue. Ride stops include: Elmwood Park restaurants, 
markets, banks and Metra Station; Gottlieb Hospital; Harlem 
and Irving Plaza; Brickyard Mall; Thatcher Woods Mall; 
Winston Plaza Shops; Downtown Oak Park.

To schedule your next trip, call (708) 452-3902. 
Appointments can be made up to two weeks in advance of 
pick-up (Same day scheduling is limited). Cancellations 
must be made at least 24 hours before scheduled pick-up. 
The bus operates Mondays through Fridays from 7 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There 
is no service on Sundays.

New parking lot now open
Additional spots near Restaurant Row

SNOW REMOVAL HOTLINE: 
(708) 395-4040
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Village News 

Party full of spooky fun at the Annual Kids Halloween Party

The Fire Wire…News and updates from the fire department

The Elmwood Park Fire 
Department would like to 
welcome its newest member, 
Kellen Kmiecik, who was hired in 
July. Kellen attended the Northern 
Illinois Public Safety Training 
Academy (NIPSTA) and graduated 
in September. He was sworn in 
at the Village Board meeting on 
October 16, 2017. 

The Fire Department raised money 
this summer by selling sandwiches 
at the summer concert series and at its annual chili booth 
at the Fall Fest. The Fire Department was proud to give the 
proceeds to a few charities, including St. Jude, The Foundation 
for Prater-Willi Research, Relay for Life, and the Illinois Fire 
Safety Alliance (Burn Camp). The firefighters had a lot of 
fun raising money for great organizations while meeting with 
residents in a casual setting. 

Fire Prevention Week was October 8th - 14th. Firefighters visited 
each grade school and greeted preschoolers at the main fire 
house while teaching all ages about fire safety. This year the 
national theme was “Every second counts, know two ways out.” 

On November 3rd, the Elmwood Park Fire Department played 
the River Grove Police Department in a basketball game to 
raise money for DECA at the Elmwood Park High School. They 
raised $2,000 for the Epilepsy Foundation of Greater Chicago.
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Village News 

Driving during the holidays
•  Keep all car doors locked and 

windows closed while in or 
out of your car. 

• Park in well-lit areas.
•  Park as close as you can to 

your destination.
•  Never leave your car unoccupied with the motor running or 

with children inside.
• Do not leave packages or valuables on the seat of your car. 
• Keep a secure hold on your purse, handbag and parcels. 
• Do not approach your car alone if there are suspicious 

people in the area. 
• Ask mall or store security for an escort before leaving your 

shopping location if you feel unsafe.

Withdrawing money from an ATM
•  Choose an ATM that  

is located inside a  
mall, bank, or  
well-lit location. 

•  Protect your PIN  
by shielding the  
ATM keypad from 
anyone who is 
standing near you.

•  Do not throw your ATM receipt away at the ATM location.

Shopping during the holidays
• Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must 

shop at night, go with a friend or family member.
• Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.
• Keep cash in your front pocket, and avoid carrying large 

amounts.
• Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit card 

is lost, stolen or misused.
•   Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers  

in a safe place at home.
•   Avoid overloading yourself 

with packages.
•   Beware of strangers 

approaching you for  
any reason.

Shopping with children
• If possible, leave small children at home with a trusted 

babysitter.
• Teach your child to go to a store clerk and ask for help in 

case your child is separated from you.
• Teach children to stay close to you at all times while 

shopping.
• Never leave children unaccompanied in the car.

Staying safe at home
• Be sure windows and doors  

are locked.
• When leaving home for an 

extended time, have a neighbor 
or family member watch 
your house and pick up your 
newspapers and mail.

• Put indoor and outdoor lights on an automatic timer.
• Leave a radio or television on so the house looks and 

sounds occupied.
• Large gift displays should 

not be visible through the 
windows and doors.

• Make sure doors and 
passageways are clear of 
holiday decorations.

• Be sure your Christmas 
tree is secure so children 
and family pets cannot pull it over on themselves.

• If you use lights on your Christmas tree, ensure the wiring 
is not damaged or frayed. 

Strangers at your door
Some criminals take advantage 
of the people’s generosity 
during the holiday season 
by soliciting donations 
door-to-door for charitable 
organizations that do not 
actually exist.

• Ask for identification and find out how donated funds will 
be used. 

• If you are not satisfied, do not donate.
• Donate to a recognized charitable organization.

Holiday season safety tips  
from the Elmwood Park Police Department

Police have reminders for staying safe with family and friends over the holidays

As always, dial 9-1-1 in an emergency or call the Elmwood Park Police Department at (708) 453-2137 with any questions you have.

Holiday Safety 
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SENIORS
This October, the Village of Elmwood 
Park hosted a senior dance, A Night at 
the Sock Hop. The dance was a huge 
success. The Village would like to thank 
A-Themed Events for catering and the St. 
Celestine Girl Scouts for putting together 
the center pieces, which were beautiful! 
The Village would also like to give a 
shout-out to the Elmwood Park varsity 

Law center aids seniors
The Center for Disability of Elder Law was in Elmwood Park 
this fall drafting Power of Attorneys and Living Wills for 
seniors. This was the fifth year 
the Center has worked with 
seniors in the Village. Over the 
course of the past five years,  
the Center has helped more  
than 100 residents obtain  
these documents. 

Don’t forget, Elmwood Park 
is a Senior Health Insurance 
Program site. If you have 
questions about Medicare, 
you can contact, Laura Bilben, 
Senior Advocate, at (708) 452-
3916 or (708) 359-0143.

Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, 
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of 
Elmwood Park. Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at  
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to  
make reservations today!

Four Winds Casino
Wednesday, January 17th, 2018

$10 toward lunch 
Cost: $33 with 32 attendees, $43 with 24 attendees 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Ameristar Casino
Tuesday, February 13th, 2018

Cost: $25/person 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

Cost: $78/person
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Cost: $25 per person
Departure/Return Times: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Includes 7 days, 9 meals
Book now, save $100/person

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
Drury Lane Oakbrook
Wednesday, March 7th, 2018 

Blue Chip Casino
Thursday, April 19th, 2018

Southern Charm Discover: Jekyll Island,  
Savannah & Charleston
May 12th-18th, 2018

SO C
POH
K

Senior dance bops back in time
A night at the 

athletes that came to volunteer that night. Not only did they help 
transform the gym into a 1950’s diner, they made some excellent 
root beer floats. The biggest hit of the night was a photo booth 
from the library. A big thanks to everyone for coming out and 
supporting our seniors.
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Library News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

7

Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

SENIORS

Winter Reading Program
Cozy up with a good book this 
winter and earn yourself a treat 
through our brand new Winter 
Reading Program! (Because why 
should summer have all the fun?)

Kids & teens (age 3 through 
grade 12) who sign up will get a 
reading log/bingo card to track 
their progress. If they finish their 
goal by January 31st, they will get 
a small packet of prizes for all 
their hard work.

Adults who finish their goal by January 31st will get a small entry 
prize and a chance to win a $50 gift card.

This program is generously sponsored by: The Friends of 
the Library, the Chicago Wolves, the Chicago Fire, and Burger 
MooVment! Thank you!

Winter weather got  
you stuck indoors? 
You can access free 
eBooks, audiobooks,  
and digital magazines  
from home with your 
Library card and an 
Internet connection! 

For more info and instructional guides for your device, visit 
elmwoodparklibrary.org and go to eBooks & more.

Upcoming Event Highlights
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs, including:

• Ho Ho Ho: It’s a Christmas Show! (December 10th, All ages)
• 3D Printer Cookie Cutters (December 13th, Adults)
• Winter Fun Story Time (December 29th, Ages 4-8)
• Dave Herzog’s Marionettes: Dragon Day & Knight Time 

(January 22nd, All ages)

Don’t forget regularly occurring programs – Story Time, Chair 
Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology 
workshops), and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more 
info on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the 
About section of our website to sign up.

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea.

Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dostępny po polsku.

Pop-up Paperback  
Book Sale
December 8th, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. & 
December  9th, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Enjoy cookies, coffee, and hot 
chocolate as a holiday treat 
while you shop at the Friends of 
the Library mini-sale featuring 
paperbacks (50 cents each), 
children’s books (25 cents each), 
and holiday specials.

Community Corner
The library is an important resource for people 
seeking a connection with the community at large. 

To that end, we have created a new space on our website as 
a central location for people to find information about local 
groups in Elmwood Park. 

If you are a member 
of a community club or 
organization, please visit 
our website to fill out a 
participation form with 
information about your 
organization so that we  
can add you to our  
Community Corner!

Letters to Santa
Kids age 10 and under: 
Bring your Santa letter to the 
Library by December 18th for 
delivery to the North Pole! 
Make sure your name and 
address are on the letter, and 
we’ll make sure the big guy 
reads it and writes you back!

Staff Pick of the Month
I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter,  
by Erika L. Sánchez, is this month’s pick  
by Rachel in Technical Services. 
This National Book Award finalist explores 
Julia, a young Mexican-American woman, 
as her life is thrown into turmoil after her 
sister Olga dies in a tragic accident on the 
streets of Chicago. 

Sanchez does an excellent job exploring 
cultural expectations, socioeconomic issues, 
and anxiety and depression as a late teen. 
Nuanced and emotional, readers will find profound moments of 
humor and hope as well.
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Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino • Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic 

Elmwood Park Profiles…
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Village of Elmwood Park
11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

Every other month, we will be featuring different businesses in Elmwood Park. This month we’re 
featuring 18 West and New Star, which are also part of our new “Dine Elmwood Park” video series. 

New Star Restaurant
Brief history: New Star was first 
opened more than 60 years ago. Jinny 
Zhao, an experienced restaurateur, 
took over the restaurant in 2014. 
Jinny has introduced Thai cuisine, 
sushi, and gluten-free options to the menu. Most recently, an entire room 
for a hibachi steakhouse was added to the restaurant.
Ambience: Good for just about anything! You’ll find people here for business 
lunches, birthday parties, date night, or family dinners. Due to its diverse and 
extensive menu, everyone is sure to find something they like at New Star.
Most popular dishes: People rave about the egg rolls, packed with fresh 
meats and/or veggies. Diners will find normal egg rolls (BBQ pork, 
shrimp, and veggies mixed with a peanut sauce), vegetable egg rolls 
(just veggies and peanut sauce), and hunan egg rolls (shredded chicken, 
veggies, spicy peanut sauce).
Address: 7444 W North Ave, Elmwood Park, IL 60707
Hours:
Mon. – Thurs.: 11:30 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 11:30 a.m. – 10:30 p.m.
Sun.: 12:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

18 West 
Brief history: 18 West is one 
of the newest additions to 
Elmwood Park’s dining scene,  
having opened in the Village  
Circle this summer. Owner  
Rich Mazzulla previously ran Baciami. The restaurant bills itself as  
a casual space with a downtown feel. Visitors will find classic dishes,  
such as burgers, but with a twist. Don’t forget to stop by for brunch  
on Sundays from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. during football season!
Ambience: Casual sports bar and restaurant with a hip city vibe. Good 
for drinks with friends, watching a game, or grabbing a bite to eat.
Most popular dishes: The go-to is an appetizer, Bang Bang Shrimp. 
Chefs hand batter and bread shrimp, which are then tossed in a 
homemade “bang bang” sauce, or a spicy sriracha mayonnaise. 
Regulars also enjoy the burgers and flatbreads.
Address: 18 W Conti Parkway, Elmwood Park, IL 60707
Hours:
Mon. – Thurs.: 11:30 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat.: 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 a.m.
Sun.: 11:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
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