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Save the Date
Village Board Meetings
February 6th and March 6th & 20th
7 p.m. at Village Board Room

Fight Night
Friday, February 17th
7 p.m., Parks & Rec Center

Mardi Gras for Kids
Saturday, March 11th
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Parks & Rec Center

Spring Clean-Up Week
April 17th – 20th
On your designated
garbage pick-up day

I

certainly hope the new year is off to a great

start for you and your family. In 2017 your
Village Board looks forward to building
on the successes of not only 2016 but the
successes we’ve seen over the course of the
last four years. During that time, we’ve saved
our Village and you, our taxpayers, more than $18 million by aggressively
pursuing grants and partnerships with other governmental groups and
agencies.
The Elmwood Park Village Board has worked diligently to deliver value
back to our residents. Because of this dedication, we were able to save
nearly $12 million dollars on our flood mitigation project alone. In the end,
many homes had their floodplain designation removed, and our Village is
much better prepared to handle heavy rains for years to come.
We are also very happy to have secured a $4.2 million grant from the
federal government to begin the engineering necessary for the railroad
grade separation at Grand Avenue. This project has been years in the
making and we are dedicated to finding innovative ways to ensure that this
important project is funded and finished for the next generation.
All of these grants, partnerships, and intergovernmental agreements
have helped us make progress on economic development projects like
streetscaping and infrastructure improvements on Conti Parkway and Grand
Avenue. These savings allow us to continue to offer the highest level of
services to our residents and secure a bright future for Elmwood Park.
Already, 2017 is shaping up to be a terrific year filled with growth and
fun. I look forward to seeing you at the many Village events throughout
the year.

Shredding, Tire & Electronic
Waste Drop-off Day
Saturday, April 22nd
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Angelo “Skip” Saviano

Village News

1739 75th Avenue

7859 Cressett Drive

7837 Sunset Drive

Congratulations to our Holiday Home winners
Congratulations to the winners of the Elmwood Park holiday decoration contest. Every
year, residents in our Village get into the holiday spirit by decorating their homes and/
or the blocks where they live. The homes pictured above were the 2016 winners. Block
winners were 1800 72nd Court and 2700 76th Court.
“It’s something everyone supports,” said Village Clerk Gina Pesko. “Our local
merchants are happy to support the festive atmosphere and we’re very grateful for
their generosity.”
Winners of the Holiday Home contest will receive a gift certificate donated by a
local business, and will be recognized at the February board meeting.

2109 76th Ave

Elmwood Park Fight Night returns in February
Live amateur boxing at its best

The fourth annual Fight Night featuring live amateur boxing will take
place at the Elmwood Park Parks and Rec Center, 2 Conti Parkway, on
February 17. The program begins at 7 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.
“Fight Night has become a great tradition where the Village comes
out for an evening of competition,” said Village Trustee Jonathan
Zivojnovic. “This is amateur boxing at its best.”
Fight Night will include more than boxing. Special entertainment
will be presented between bouts and plenty of food and beverages will
be available for purchase.
Tickets for the boxing event are available at the Village Hall during
normal business hours and are $50 each. Tickets will also be sold the
night of the event at the door. Ticket sales are used to pay for all of the
costs associated with Fight Night.
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Village News
No parking on curbside snow
removal days

Triggered by snowfall of two inches or more
As we move into
the second half of
winter, the Village
is reminding
residents of its
curbside snow
removal plan
that applies to all streets with the exception of
Harlem, Belmont, Grand, and North Avenues.
The program is designed to speed the process
of clearing Elmwood Park streets after a snowfall
of two inches or greater. Once the center lanes
of residential streets have been plowed, residents
will be notified of the curbside snow removal
plan via Blackboard Connect, which sends out
automated phone calls, emails, and text alerts.
Residents can also check the Village website and
facebook page.
If curbside snow removal is set to begin on
an ODD-numbered date, no parking would
be allowed on the sides of streets with ODDnumbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
on that day. The following day, no parking would
be allowed on the sides of streets with evennumbered addresses. Parking restrictions only
apply Monday through Friday.
EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents
that Curbside Snow Removal is set to begin
on February 10. No parking would be allowed
on the even-numbered side of streets that day
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. On February 11,
vehicles would not be permitted to park on the
odd-numbered side of streets.
Failure to comply with these restrictions could
result in cars being towed at the owner’s expense
along with a fine of $50.

Help keep fire hydrants
clear of snow!
The Elmwood Park Fire
Department reminds
homeowners to avoid
piling snow around
fire hydrants. In the
few minutes it takes
firefighters to dig out a
snow-covered hydrant,
a structure fire could
double in size.
Firefighters need snow
cleared at least three feet around a hydrant with a
snow-cleared path from the hydrant to
the street. Anyone observing a hydrant covered
with snow should call the Fire Department at
(708) 453-2600 so workers can be sent to clear it.

Mardi Gras for Kids returns
For toddlers through 6th grade

Elmwood Park kids are invited to the
third annual Mardi Gras celebration at
the Parks and Rec Center, 2 Conti Parkway,
on Saturday, March 11. Festivities will
run from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
“This is a great opportunity for
families to have some Mardi Gras fun,"
said Village Trustee Angela Stranges.
“It’s a full indoor carnival, and it's free.”
The carnival includes an inflatable
obstacle course, an inflatable jump,
carnival games, crafts, prizes, and a
variety of food vendors. Kids from preschool through 6th grade are welcome.
Call (708) 452-3935 for more details.
Hope to see you there!

Vehicle stickers past due
The Elmwood Park Police
Department would like to
remind residents that their
vehicles must now display
2017 vehicle stickers. The
deadline was January 31.
Vehicles not displaying the
new stickers are at risk of
being ticketed and fined.
You may still purchase
your stickers at Village Hall,
11 Conti Parkway, during normal business hours. However, late purchases are
subject to a late fee. Online payments are not available for late purchases.
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Village News
Village saves $18.5 million

Doing more with less taxpayer money

PROJECT/GRANT

$ SAVINGS

The Village of Elmwood Park is pleased to
announce that it has saved taxpayers more than
$18 million dollars over the last four years by
aggressively partnering with outside government
agencies, pursuing grants, and by seeking special,
low-interest loans.
“Since day one, I have vowed that Elmwood
Park would be part of the conversation when
federal, state, and county governments look for
projects to fund,” said Elmwood Park Village
President Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “Our entire
Village Board has worked tirelessly to move our
community forward while also keeping taxes low
for our residents.”
Many of the grants provided both up-front cost
savings as well as long term savings for residents.
“We are always looking toward the future,”
said Elmwood Park Trustee Angelo Lollino. “The
clean energy grant, for example, not only saved
us almost $65,000 when we replaced the lighting
in all of our Village buildings but it also will save
us money in the future because we were able to
install energy efficient light fixtures.”

IEPA loans saved interest

$5,300,000

MWRD grant for the Flood Mitigation Project

$5,200,000

Engineering Fees for Grand Avenue Grade Separation

$4,200,000

IDOT funding for the Flood Mitigation Project

$1,400,000

Federal Grant for resurfacing of Diversey and Fullerton

$900,000

County Grant for resurfacing of Diversey and Fullerton

$300,000

 CEO Grant to purchase and redevelop
D
7550 Grand Avenue

$300,000

CDBG Grant for Circle Revitalization

$269,000

DCEO Kiss and Ride Grant

$250,000

LED Street Lighting Grant

$230,000

Public Safety Grants

$164,000

LED Lighting Grant for Municipal Buildings

$65,000

Electric Vehicle Charging Station Grant
TOTAL SAVINGS

$18,586,400

First steps in grade separation

Grants awarded for public safety

$4.2 million grant to fund engineering phases I & II

Police and Fire both come out ahead

Elmwood Park
has secured a $4.2
million engineering
grant from the
federal government
to begin the process
of separating one of
the most dangerous
rail crossings in the
nation.
“This project
is paramount for
our Village,” said
Elmwood Park
Village President
Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “I promised our residents that we would
aggressively pursue the grade separation and it wouldn’t be kicked
down the road. We’re taking the first steps to complete this project.”
The village has also had conversations with Cook County officials
to secure another $2.8 million to come up with the full $7 million
needed for both engineering phases. Once the engineering study is
complete, it will be easier to fund the actual infrastructure and get the
grade separation built.
“We hear about shovel ready projects all of the time,” said
Elmwood Park Trustee Anthony Del Santo. “Once these engineering
studies are finished, the grade separation will be shovel ready.”
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$8,400

The Elmwood Park Police
and Fire Departments
were awarded four grants
since 2013 worth just over
$164,000.
The grants were used to
fund tobacco law enforcement
stings, the purchase of
bulletproof vests for police
officers, organized traffic
stings, and a new exhaust
system for the fire department
garages.

Village News

Greener pastures for
the future
$300,000 in green grants
benefit next generation

Residents of Elmwood Park may have noticed
new, more efficient street lighting in the last
couple of years, but that isn’t the only green
upgrade that the Village has made to become
more environmentally friendly while cutting
energy costs.
“The Village Board has successfully pursued
grant funding for several green projects,” s
aid Elmwood Park Village President Angelo
“Skip” Saviano.
The Village was awarded a state grant of
$65,000 to upgrade the lighting in all of the
municipal buildings, including public safety
buildings, Village Hall, the Library, and the
Parks and Rec Building. The switch from
sodium vapor lighting to LED street lights
was made possible because of another state
grant of $230,000. A final grant of $8,400
was used to install four electric car charging
stations in the Village.
“We don’t want the Village and our future
generations to be behind the curve,” said
Elmwood Park Village Trustee Angelo Lollino.
“We were able to make upgrades without
burdening taxpayers, and we’re lowering our
energy costs and environmental impact. It’s a
winning situation any way you look at it.”

Village saves $12 million on flood mitigation
Grant money and low-interest loans save taxpayers
The Flood Mitigation
Project was the
largest infrastructure
improvement to take
place in Elmwood Park
in several decades and
was made possible
because of $6.6 million
in grants and a special
loan program that will
save the Village $5.3
million in interest
payments.
“We all knew going into this that it was a massive project that was incredibly
important for our Village,” said Elmwood Park Village President Angelo “Skip”
Saviano. “By partnering with other governmental agencies and looking for
innovative programs, we were able to save our tax payers a lot of money while
strengthening our municipality for future generations and improving the quality of
life for our residents.”
To complete the project, the Village partnered with the Metropolitan Water
Reclamation District for a $5.2 million grant. The Village also worked with the
Illinois Department of Transportation for a $1.4 million grant.
The Village also took advantage of an Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
loan program that would provide loans with a fixed interest rate of 1.99 percent.
“In the end, we looked at the numbers and saw that we saved $5.3 million in
interest payments by partnering with the Illinois EPA,” said Village President
Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “We were committed to bringing this improvement to
town. At the same time, we were concerned about the cost. This program helped
us to find the best outcome for the taxpayers.”

Infrastructure improvements good for business
Ongoing efforts to keep Elmwood Park business and resident friendly have led the Village Board
to successfully seek $2 million in grant funding over the last two years. The grants were used for
property redevelopment, road resurfacing, and streetscaping.
A $900,000 federal grant and a $300,000 Cook County matching grant allowed the Village to
resurface large sections of both Fullerton and Diversey Avenues in 2016. These resurfacing projects
were completed without any local tax dollars. This year, the Village Board was also awarded a
$269,000 federal block grant for the revitalization and streetscape of Conti Parkway and the Avenue
of Flags.
“Roads, sidewalks, lampposts, and benches are important for our business owners, patrons, and
residents,” said Elmwood Park Trustee Jeff Sargent.
In 2014, the Village was awarded a
$250,000 grant from the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity (DCEO) to build a Kiss and Ride on the north side
of the Grand Avenue Metra station. The Village was also awarded a
$300,000 grant from DCEO to purchase and redevelop
7550 W. Grand Avenue across the street from the Metra station. The two
properties, along with the Avenue of Flags and Conti Parkway constitute
the front door to the Village and the Circle Business District.
“We’re priming this area for business redevelopment,” said Elmwood
Park Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “We’re working with
developers to draw business to Grand Avenue and we’re updating the
Circle so that more new businesses will see the great opportunity in
locating there.”
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SENIORS

Elmwood Park Police warn residents
about IRS telephone scam
The Elmwood Park Police Department has received information
from several residents stating they received calls from the IRS
seeking tax payments. These calls are a SCAM. The IRS will
NOT call you asking for payment.
It is important to know that the IRS:
• Never asks for credit card, debit card, or prepaid card
information over the telephone.
• Never insists that taxpayers use a specific payment method
to pay tax obligations.
• Never requests immediate payment over the telephone and will
not take enforcement action immediately following a phone
conversation. Taxpayers usually receive prior notification of
IRS enforcement action involving IRS tax liens.
Potential phone scam victims may be told they owe money
that must be paid immediately to the IRS, or that the potential
victims are entitled to big refunds. Other characteristics of these
scams include:
• Scammers use fake or common names or surnames to
identify themselves.
• Scammers may be able to recite the last four digits of a
victim’s Social Security number.
• Scammers “spoof” the IRS toll-free number on caller ID.
• Scammers sometimes send bogus IRS emails to victims in
conjunction with the calls.
• After threatening victims with jail time or driver’s license
revocation, scammers hang up and others soon call back
pretending to be from the local police or Secretary of State;
the caller ID often supports their claims.
If you get a phone call from someone claiming to be from the
IRS, here’s what you should do:
• If you know you owe taxes, or you think you might owe
taxes, call the IRS at (800) 829-1040. The IRS employees at
that line can help you with a payment issue, if there really is
such an issue.
• If you know you don’t owe taxes, or have no reason to
think you owe any taxes, then call and report the incident to
TIGTA at (800) 366-4484.
Additional information on these scams can be located at this IRS
website: http://www.irs.gov/uac/Tax-Scams-Consumer-Alerts.

RSVP offers tax counseling for Seniors
RSVP of West Suburban Cook and Southern DuPage counties,
sponsored by Triton College in River Grove, once again is
offering the Internal Revenue Service’s Tax Counseling for the
Elderly (TCE), a free program for individuals age 60 and older
from low- to moderate-income households. RSVP has been
providing this program for more than 20 years in partnership
with the IRS.
Volunteer tax assistors are specially trained to help seniors
with their taxes. The volunteer tax assistors are individuals who
are college-aged students as well as older adults. The assistance
includes helping participants complete federal tax forms,
1040EZ, 1040A and 1040, and the state income tax forms. All
tax returns are submitted electronically once completed.
For an appointment please contact Triton RSVP at
(708) 456-0300, ext. 3895.
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Elm students raise money for seniors
A big THANK-YOU to Elm Middle School for making the
holidays a little brighter for a few of our seniors. Students at
Elm Middle School hosted a book sale to raise money to buy
grocery gift cards for seniors living on a fixed income. The
seniors were grateful for the students’ thoughtfulness.

Reminder: Senior snow removal
Free program for seniors and residents with disabilities
Following a snowfall of six inches
or more: Elmwood Park seniors
(65 and older) and residents
with disabilities or special needs
have free snow removal services
available. Snow is shoveled from
the front steps and to clear a path
from the home to the street, free of charge.
Snow shoveling begins 12 to 24 hours following the end of
snow fall. For snowfall less than six inches: Seniors can obtain
a list from the Village with names of Elmwood Park High
School students who are available to shovel snow. Starting rate
for a snowfall of three inches or less is $10.00, which includes
sidewalks around the house and stairs; corner lots start at $15.00.
Driveways and garages are not included; however, cost for
additional work is negotiable.
Call the Village at (708) 452-7300 or Senior Coordinator Tina
Gordon at (708) 261-1154 for more information.

Trips & Excursions

Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park,
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of
Elmwood Park. Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make
reservations today!
Four Winds Casino, includes lunch buffet
Thursday, February 23rd, 2017
$43 per person w/24 participants, or $33 per person w/32
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
“Saturday Night Fever” the Musical, Drury Lane Oakbrook
Thursday, March 16th, 2017
Cost: $78.00 per person, Includes lunch
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Island Resort & Casino in Michigan
March 22nd – 24th, 2017
Cost: $160.00 per person, double; $2250.00 per person, single;
$130.00 per person, triple
Departure/Return Times: 8:00 a.m. day one/5:30 p.m. day three
“Chicago” the Musical, Drury Lane Oakbrook
Thursday, May 11th, 2017
Cost: $78.00 per person
Departure/Return Times:10:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Library

News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea
Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.
Nasz biuletyn internetowy dost pny po polsku.

Library Unveiling New Logo
Out with the old, in with
the new! The Library is
excited to be unveiling a
brand new logo in March,
which you will see in our
Newsletter, on our website,
and all of our other
publications and flyers.
The new logo is bright and colorful, and represents the
Library’s call to Explore. Connect. Create.
Curious? Then check out our Spring Newsletter and the
signage around the Library in March and tell us what you think.
As part of the unveiling, we want to celebrate by giving away
free stuff imprinted with our new logo. On March 1, 2, and 3,
ten lucky people who check out something from the Library
each day will receive a fun gift with our new logo!

New: Tablet Table for Kids
We have yet another new way for kids to discover
and learn at the Library
We recently added a
new Tablet Table in the
Picture Book Room up
in Kids & Teens. It has
three iPads in bright,
colorful cases, loaded
with ABC Mouse, an
app filled with fun and
educational activities,
games, puzzles, books,
and videos.
Kids can explore and learn about numbers, the alphabet, and
animals, as well as other subjects in reading, math, science,
health, and social studies.

Current Building Project: Adult Services
Wallpaper Removal & Painting
We are currently in the middle of
putting a new coat of paint on the
walls in Adult Services to freshen
things up! We are very excited for
the new look, and hope you will
be, too.
As the painters work their way
through the department they will
be sectioning off areas to work in.
We ask your patience during this
process, and if you have any questions or need assistance in a
closed area, please let us know!

Spring Cleaning with
Health & Wellness

Keep an eye out in March for
programs, book displays, and
fun and useful online links
relating to health and wellness.
All in time for a Spring
cleaning of body and soul!
Look for details in our Spring Newsletter, on our website, and
in our bi-monthly eNewsletters. We’ll have programs for adults,
kids, and teens, including yoga, decluttering, essential oils, and
much more.

New: Educational Puzzles for Kids
Looking for another fun thing to do at the Library with your kids?
We now have large, foam-piece puzzles that they can put together
of the alphabet, numbers, and a U.S.A. state map.
In addition, there are also lacing cards, boards with locks
& latches, and wooden shoes to practice shoe-tying. Find all
these new activities in clear plastic containers sitting on the new
bookshelf that Crush (our tortoise) is resting on.

Upcoming Event Highlights
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop
on our programs through February, including:
• Young Adult Charity Flower Sale (February 12-14)
• RomCom Movie Marathon, Adults (February 13)
• Jeanie B! Valentine Show, All ages (February 14)
• A Theme Chili & Chowder, Adults (February 23, This
program is sponsored by The Friends of the Library)
• Alzheimer Awareness, Adults (March 6)
• T-Rexplorers, Ages 3-10 (March 14, This program is in
conjunction with the EP Youth Commission)
Don’t forget regularly occurring programs - Story Time,
Chair Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology
workshops), and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more
info on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the
About section of our website to sign up.

Staff Pick of the Month
This month’s pick is The Vegetarian by Han
Kang, selected by Yadira from Kids & Teens.
A South Korean woman, Yeong-hye, decides
to give up meat and become a vegetarian
following a mysterious dream. Her esoteric
decision is met with contempt, confusion, and
outrage by her husband, family, and those
around her. Remaining steadfast and stoic in
her decision, Yeong-hye’s subversive lifestyle
change unravels her life and that of her family
in an unapologetic way.
While visceral and disturbing, I found this an absorbing
read. The story stayed with me as I grappled with the idea that
people’s autonomy and personal choices are often met with
apathy and derision.

Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)
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What are you looking forward to in 2017?
Trustee Anthony Del Santo:
There is a lot to look forward
to in our Village this year but
a couple of events stand out
to me.
Elmwood Park and River
Grove will host the Relay
for Life fundraiser to fight
cancer again this year, and
we’ve successfully recruited
Franklin Park, Schiller Park,
Norridge, Harwood Heights, and Northlake
as participants. The 2017 Relay for Life
will be the biggest to date. We’ve tentatively
scheduled the relay for June 9 at Elmwood
Park High School.
I’m also excited about the success of one
of our newer events, the National Night Out.
Our residents and public safety officers have
really enjoyed the opportunity to interact
with one another as neighbors. We want to
continue to build these relationships to keep
Elmwood Park a safe community.

Trustee Angelo Lollino:
We’ve made great
progress fostering
a business friendly
environment in
Elmwood Park.
The streetscape in
the Circle and the
property development
on Grand Avenue
are things that I’d
like to build on in 2017. Grand Avenue has
tremendous potential to become a strong
economic corridor.
Along with Grand Avenue, Conti Parkway
is a great asset to the Village’s business
community. We’ve been encouraging
businesses to locate in the Circle. I’d like
to continue to promote the area by hosting
events like our concert series in the circle and
the Circle Car Show. These events, along with
our staple festivals, like the Taste of Elmwood
Park in Central Park and the Fall Festival
on Diversey Avenue, will continue to make
Conti Parkway a focal point in the Village.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.: Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee Jeff Sargent:
I’m very happy that
we’ve been able to
make significant
progress toward
funding and building
the Grand Avenue
underpass. This
project has been
years in the making
and I’m excited that
we’re taking the first steps toward designing
the grade separation. We have to continue to
build on these successes and fight for more
federal, state, and county money to see the
project through.
We’ve also worked hard to be a business
friendly community and we’ve been
successful in areas like Restaurant Row
and with the resurfacing of Fullerton and
Diversey Avenues. Infrastructure is very
important to both the residents and the
business community. We have to be diligent
and continue to make these key investments.

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

