
Summer is finally here and, as usual, 
the schedule is full of fun for families 
and friends. We’re especially excited 

to announce a new splash pad being built in 
Central Park. Families will soon have more 
opportunities, in addition to our Aquatic 

Center, to stay cool during the heat of summer. It’s part of a commitment 
that the village has made to be family friendly. The new splash pad builds 
on the success of the new playgrounds at Mills Park and Elmwood School. 

I’m also excited to share the progress that we’ve made throughout our business 
districts. We know that North Avenue is a major economic corridor in the village 
and we’ve seen tremendous impact in our Restaurant Row after the village built 
much needed parking lots in the area. We are currently preparing to expand 
parking options even further around Restaurant Row. 

We’re also working hard to improve the Village Circle by updating the 
streetscape and strategically purchasing parcels of real estate that can be 
packaged together for business development. The beautification of the 
Avenue of Flags was recently completed, and the Circle is being primed to 
be a hub of activity. 

Speaking of the Circle, be sure to check out all the upcoming events 
happening on Conti Parkway and throughout the village. The ever-popular 
Circle Car Show is just around the corner, and this year we’re incorporating 
a sports memorabilia show hosted in the Parks & Recreation Center. The 
Circle Concerts will begin soon and we’ll be celebrating the Fourth of July 
with our annual parade and fireworks display at night. In August, we will 
host one of the most popular events in Chicagoland, The Taste of Elmwood 
Park.  This year is sure to be bigger and better than ever!

So, stay tuned and we’ll see you out and about at all of the great events 
planned for this summer!

 Sincerely,

Angelo “Skip” Saviano

11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

p. 708.452.7300
f. 708.452.3957
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a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano

Save the Date
Village Board Meetings

Mondays: June 19th, July 3rd,  
and July 17th 

7 p.m. at Village Board Room

2017 Garage Sales
June 2nd, 3rd, 4th; July 7th, 8th, 9th;
Aug. 4th, 5th, 6th; Sept. 8th, 9th, 10th 

Fourth of July Celebration
Tuesday, July 4th, 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Multiple locations

Garden Club’s Garden Walk
Saturday, July 8th, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Circle Car Show
Friday, July 14th, 6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Conti Parkway Circle

Sports Card & 
Memorabilia Show

Friday, July 14th, 3 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Center

National Night Out
Tuesday, Aug.1st

Relay for Life
Friday, Aug. 4th 

Elmwood Park High School

Taste of Elmwood Park
Aug. 10th – 13th 
Central Park
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Village News 
Summer Movies in the Park and 
Concert Series
It’s that time: Grab some popcorn and head 
over to the popular Movies in the Park, starting 
this summer on July 20th with Field of Dreams. 
Movies begin at dusk (around 7 p.m. or later) 
at Central Park. Family favorite Hook will be 
screened on September 14th, and The Addams 
Family is scheduled for October 13th. 

More of a music person? Don’t fret. The Summer Concert Series starts up June 8th 
in Central Park with Voyage, a classic rock group. Concerts begin at 7 p.m. and will 
be held in the Circle (with the exception of the June 8th concert). We are kicking off 
our concert series in the Circle with the famous band R-Gang (R&B, Motown) on 
June 22nd. Come out and see the Stringrays (Oldies) on July 27th, The Acousticles 
(classic to current) on August 24th, and Shindig (60’s flashback) on September 7th. 
Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for more information and updates. See you there!

Collectors and enthusiasts alike will love these shows.
The annual Circle Car Show (in the Conti Parkway Circle) 
will be held on Friday, July 14th from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Here’s 
your chance to get up close and admire the makes and models 
of yesteryear. Food and beverages will be available for 
purchase. There is no charge for admission and no entry fee 
for participants. For more information, contact Jim Sabatine at 
(708) 906-8439 or email Jim at sabslt4@aol.com.

This year, you’ll also have the opportunity to look back into 
sports history with the addition of a sport memorabilia show that 
will be held in the Parks & Recreation Center. The show runs 
from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. If you’re a fan of sports, don’t miss this new 
show! For more information visit www.elmwoodpark.org. 

Relay for Life approaching 
Friday, August 4th!
Fundraiser expected to be biggest yet
Get out your walking shoes: The 2017 
Relay for Life is scheduled to take place 
at Elmwood Park High School on Friday, 
August 4th. Relay for Life is a nationwide 
fundraiser for the American Cancer Society, 
in which participants join teams and take 
turns walking around a track and participating 
in events and activities.

“Everyone knows someone affected by 
cancer, whether directly or indirectly,” said 
Village Trustee Anthony Del Santo. “It’s great 
to see people out every year in the fight to 
cure cancer, and to see those numbers grow.”

Elmwood Park is once against hosting a 
Relay for Life fundraiser with River Grove, 
and is pleased to announce that they will be 
joined by participants from Franklin Park, 
Schiller Park, Norridge, Harwood Heights, 
and Northlake. Organizers expect this 
fundraiser to be the biggest to date.

Splash pad coming to Central Park
A new splash pad will be built in Central Park this summer and should be ready for 
use by the end of July. The splash pad will complement the Aquatic Center in the 
Circle and will expand the opportunities for family recreation in the village. 

“We listen to our constituents,” said Trustee Angelo Lollino. “The splash pad was 
something that we saw interest in and this corner of Central Park provided the perfect 
location. It will fit in well with the other activities that take place in Central Park, 
like the Taste of Elmwood Park and Movies in the Park.” Hope to see you splashing 
around this summer!

Aquatic Recreation Company
www.arc4waterplay.com
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Central Park SPLASH PAD 

50/50 Sidewalk Program
Do you have a sidewalk that needs a 
facelift? Take advantage of the Village’s 
50/50 Sidewalk program. Each sidewalk 
square is about $135.00 but residents 
pay approximately $67.50. For more 
information, please call Public Works at 
(708) 452-3945 or visit www.elmwoodpark.org.

Circle Car Show & Sports Card Memorabilia Show
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Village News

2017 Taste of Elmwood Park sponsorships
Vendor spots still available but selling out quickly!
Vendor spots are still available 
for this summer’s annual Taste 
of Elmwood Park. This year the 
festival runs from August 10th – 
13th. More than 20,000 attendees 
are expected to sample a variety of 
tasty dishes and beverages while enjoying nearly non-stop music, 
arts and crafts, games, rides, and more. For more information 
about becoming a vendor, or if you would like to help sponsor 
this event, please contact Jim Parenti at (708) 452-3966 or send 
an email to taste@elmwoodpark.org.

Fourth of July Celebration is right around the corner!
A slice of Americana in our own town
What would summer be without our annual Fourth of July celebration, perhaps one of the finest around the metropolitan Chicago area? 
Festivities kick off with the annual parade, featuring a variety of floats, musical entrants, and community leaders. The parade steps off 
at 10 a.m. in the Circle, just outside of Village Hall, and concludes at Elmwood Park High School. 

“We’re hoping for another fantastic turnout,” said Trustee Jeff Sargent. “I just love the parade. It’s a slice of Americana right in our 
own town.” 

But wait, there’s more! Gates open for evening activities at the high school at 6 p.m. Music begins at 6:30 p.m., featuring the bands 
Half Full and The Class of 68. Food and beverages will be sold throughout the evening. A spectacular fireworks display will begin 
around 9:30 p.m., and activities conclude at 10 p.m. You don’t want to miss this great event!

The village is accepting applications to participate in this year’s 
Fourth of July Parade. The parade will commence at 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, July 4th. The staging area for the parade will again be in 
the Village Circle, according to Trustee Jeff Sargent. 

“We’re asking everyone to enter the circle off of Grand Avenue 
starting at 8:30 a.m.,” Sargent said. “All entries must be in 
position and ready to go by 9:45 a.m.” 

No vehicles will be allowed into the staging area unless 
they are part of an entry and will be in the parade. Entries with 
animals must provide a designated clean-up person, or the entry 
will not be allowed in the parade. The fee is $100 for each entry. 
There is no charge for non-profit organizations. “Entry fees help 
to offset the cost of the parade,’ Sargent said.

The deadline to register is Friday, June 23rd, but participants 
should know that registrations will be accepted on a first-come, 

first-serve basis. Please contact Jim Parenti at (708) 452-3966 if 
you are interested in participating in the parade. See you on the 
Fourth of July!

Family Aquatic Center opens
Pool opens for the summer season
Cool off this summer at the Elmwood Park Aquatic Center. The 
center will be open seven days a week beginning on June 3rd. The 
center features a zero depth edge pool, a water play area with 
bubbling geysers, a water slide, and a full-service concession 
stand. Resident season passes are available, along with swim 
classes and adult “Arthritis Aquacise.” You can also rent out the 
pool or a “roped-off area” for a private party.

Special holiday hours are 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., and will be observed 
on July 4th, Labor Day, and September 5th.

Call the Pool Hotline (708) 452-3950 —open May 27th to 
September 4th.

Shred day was a huge success again this year! We’d like to thank 
all of the volunteers that made this possible, especially the Elmwood 
Park High School Baseball teams and the Cub Scouts. We were 
able to recycle 14 tons of electronics and shred 9 tons of documents. 
Great job Elmwood Park! 

Shred Day Success

Fourth of July Parade applications due June 23rd 
Registrations accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis
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Village News 
Fire Department bids longtime member farewell
Another promoted to Lieutenant

The Elmwood Park Fire Department has undergone personnel 
changes after bidding a longtime firefighter farewell. Lieutenant 
Fred Blaskey is hanging up his fire coat and leaving the fire 
department after 31 years of service. 

“Fred has been a key member of our team, and we’re sad to 
see him go,” said Fire Chief Kevin Miller. “However, we wish 
him the best of luck and hope he stops by every now and then to 
say hello.”

Another department veteran, Firefighter Frank Casella, in 
turn, has been promoted to Lieutenant. Casella has served with 
the Elmwood Park Fire Department for 10 years, and he is 
also a Fire Investigator for the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System 
organization (MABAS) Division 20. As Lieutenant, Casella’s 
duties and responsibilities in the Fire Department will change, 
but Miller says he is up for the challenge.

“Frank has earned his position as Lieutenant, and I know he 
will perform his duties exceptionally,” Miller said. Congratulations 
to both Fred and Frank!

The Fire Wire… news from your local firefighters

Lieutenant Fred Blaskey 
retires after 31 years of 
service.

Firefighter Frank Casella was 
promoted to Lieutenant.

Garden Walk
Saturday, July 8th 
Enjoy the beautiful garden and floral designs 
our residents have created over the summer. 
This year’s walk takes place on Saturday, July 
8th from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tickets are $10.00 
and can be purchased at The Library every 
Saturday in June from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or the 
morning of the walk at Centennial Park. The 
Garden Club is recruiting participants for this 
year’s event. If you would like your garden  
to be featured on the walk, contact Ruth at 
(708) 452-8530.

Circle streetscape update
The Village Circle continues to be 
updated, priming the area for new 
business development. The village has 
also purchased a mixed-use building 
at 19 Conti Parkway in the Village 
Circle. This property joins 20 Conti 
Parkway and 21 Conti Parkway, which the Village also recently purchased. These 
three contiguous properties will be packaged and marketed to potential businesses 
and developers looking to move into the Circle.

Currently, the Village Circle is undergoing major beautification improvements 
to its streetscape to make it more attractive to businesses and visitors. This includes 
updated lighting, pavers, and sidewalks. All improvements to the Circle are expected 
to be completed by summer, just in time for the Village’s concert series and car 
show. We are kicking off the first Circle Concert with the famous band R-Gang on 
June 22nd! Don’t miss this great band and enjoy the new streetscape in the Circle!
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Village Safety
Bicycling Rules of the Road:

• Go with the traffic flow: Ride on the right, in the same 
direction as other vehicles. Go with the flow – not against it.

• Obey all traffic laws: A bicycle is a vehicle and you’re a 
driver. When you ride in the street, obey all traffic signs, 
signals, and lane markings.

• Yield to traffic when appropriate: Almost always, drivers on 
a smaller road must yield to traffic on a major or larger road. 
If there is no stop sign or traffic signal and you are coming 
from a smaller roadway (out of a driveway, from a sidewalk, 
a bike path, etc.), you must slow down and look to see if the 
way is clear before proceeding. This also means yielding to 
pedestrians who have already entered a crosswalk. 

• Be predictable: Ride in a straight line, not in and out of cars. 
Signal your moves to others. 

• Stay alert: Use your eyes AND ears. Watch out for potholes, 
cracks, wet leaves, storm grates, railroad tracks, or anything 
that could make you lose control of your bike. You need your 
ears to hear traffic and to avoid dangerous situations; don’t 
wear a headset when you ride. 

• Look before turning: When turning left or right, always 
look behind you for a break in traffic, then signal before 
making the turn. Watch for left- or right-turning traffic.

• Watch for parked cars: Ride far enough out from the curb 
to avoid the unexpected from parked cars (like doors opening 
or cars pulling out).

Should you ride on the sidewalk or street?
The safest place for bicycle riding is on the street, where bicycles 
are expected to follow the same rules of the road as motorists and 
ride in the same direction. However:

• Children less than 10 years old are not mature enough to 
make the decisions necessary to safely ride in the street. 
They are better off riding on the sidewalk.

• If you do choose to ride on the sidewalk: 
 -   Watch for vehicles coming out/turning into driveways.
 -   Stop at corners of sidewalks and streets to look for cars 

and to make sure the drivers see you before crossing. 
 -   Enter a street at a corner, not between parked cars. Alert 

pedestrians that you are near by saying, “Excuse me,” 
“Passing on your left,” or use a bell or horn.

Skateboarding Safety Tips
Skateboarding is an increasingly popular recreational activity 
among teenagers—especially young males. Practice skate-
boarding safely and use protective equipment. It is a fun and 
healthy sport that can give you a low-impact aerobic workout.
When is the appropriate age to start skateboarding?
When young children are involved in skateboarding accidents, 
they are often injured severely. Skateboarding is a special risk for 
young children because they have:

• A higher center of gravity, less development, and poor 
balance. These factors make children more likely to fall and 
hurt their heads.

• Slower reactions and less coordination than adults. Children 
are less able to break their falls.

• Less skill and ability than they think. Children overestimate 
their skills and abilities and are inexperienced in judging 
speed, traffic, and other risks.

• Children under age 5-years-old should never ride a 
skateboard. Children aged 6- to 10-years old need close 
supervision from an adult or trustworthy adolescent 
whenever they ride a skateboard.

How do you avoid injury?
Serious skateboarding injuries 
happen when you lose control and 
fall or run into a motor vehicle, 
road hazard, pedestrian, another 
skateboarder or bicyclist. Inexperienced skateboarders, or those 
who have been skating for less than one week, suffer one-third of 
injuries, usually caused by falls. You are at risk for injuries:

• If you don’t use protective equipment.
• If you don’t keep your skateboard in good condition.
• If you skateboard on irregular surfaces.
• If you attempt “tricks” beyond your skill level.

What are other safety tips?
• Every skateboarder should wear standard safety gear. This 

includes a helmet, wrist guards, elbow and knee pads, and 
appropriate shoes. Skateboarders who perform tricks should 
use heavy-duty gear. 

• Skateboarding near traffic and using homemade skateboard 
ramps are particularly dangerous. 

• Watch out for irregular riding surfaces: Rocks or other debris 
can cause you to fall. You can stumble over twigs or fall 
down slopes. Wet pavements and rough or uneven surfaces 
can cause a wipeout. 

• Avoid risky behavior. Don’t skateboard too fast, or in 
dangerous or crowded areas.

• Before getting on your skateboard, empty your pockets of all 
hard and sharp objects and put on your protective gear. 

• Never hold onto a moving vehicle while riding a skateboard 
(“skitching”). You could fall or be thrown into oncoming 
traffic if the vehicle suddenly slows, stops, or turns.

Why are helmets so important?
To protect your head from injury, always wear a properly fitting 
helmet. This is true no matter what your age, level of experience, 
or skatboarding location where you are skateboarding. Get a 
quality bicycle or multi-sport helmet. You may need to try on 
several sizes and models to find a helmet that fits your head 
correctly and securely. 

A properly fitting helmet:
• Is worn flat on your head with the bottom edge parallel to the 

ground.
• Sits low on your forehead.
• Has side straps that form a “V” shape around each ear.
• Has a buckle that fastens tightly (there should be room to put 

only two fingers between the strap and your chin).
• Has pads inside that you install or remove so the helmet fits 

snuggly.
• Does not move in any direction when you shake your head.
• Does not interfere with your movement, vision, or hearing.
What about other safety gear?

Wrist guards help support the wrist and reduce the chances of 
breaking a bone if you fall. Knee and elbow pads reduce the 
severity of cuts and scrapes, and prevent gravel burns. You should 
also wear closed, slip-resistant shoes, and consider goggles to 
keep debris out of your eyes.

Skateboard only on smooth pavement away from traffic, 
preferably in a supervised skate park.

Know what to do in an emergency.
Skateboarding accidents happen, so you should always know 
what to do in emergency situations. Don’t panic. Call 911 for 
medical assistance or an ambulance.

Summer safety tips from the Elmwood Park Police Department
Tips on getting around while enjoying the warm weather and sunshine
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Seniors

Seniors Dial-a-Ride Bus Program
The Dial-a-Ride door-to-door bus service is available for anyone 
65 or older, and to residents with disabilities or special needs. 
Service area boundaries are from Irving Park Road to Lake 
Street, and from Narragansett to 25th Avenue.
Ride stops include: 

• Elmwood Park restaurants, markets, banks and  
Metra Station

• Gottlieb Hospital
• Harlem and Irving Plaza
• Brickyard Mall
• Thatcher Woods Mall
• Winston Plaza Shops
• Downtown Oak Park
To schedule your next trip, call (708) 452-3902. 

Appointments can be made up to 2 weeks in advance of pick-up.  
(Same day scheduling is limited.)  Cancellations must be made 
at least 24 hours before scheduled pick-up.

The bus operates Mondays through Fridays from 7 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There is no 
service on Sundays.

ADA Paratransit Service
If you have a disability that prevents you from using the fixed 
route Pace bus, CTA bus, or train services, you may be eligible 
for ADA Paratransit Services. This is a shared ride, advance 
reservation, origin-to-destination service. Individuals interested 
in applying for this service may call RTA’s ADA Paratransit 
Program to request an application at (312) 663-4357. 

Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, 
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of 
Elmwood Park. Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at  
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make 
reservations today!

Four Winds Casino, includes $10 toward food
Wednesday, June 14, 2017

Cost: $33 with 32 attendees, $43 with 24 attendees 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The Chairman’s Board by White Fence Farm (Drury Lane)
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Cost: $65 per person
Departure/Return Times:10:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Cost: $25 per person
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

Cost: $170/person dbl, $230/person single, $140/person triple 
Departure/Return Times: 8:00 a.m. day one/5:30 p.m. day three

Cost: $33 with 32 attendees, $43 with 24 attendees 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Ameristar Casino, $10 toward lunch
Wednesday, July 19, 2017

Island Resort Casino in Michigan
August 2, 3, 4, 2017

ITAC telephone equipment 
Did you know that the Illinois Telecommunications Access 
Corporation (ITAC) has been distributing FREE telephone 
equipment since 1988?

Amplified phones, handsets, and captioned phones are 
available to Illinois residents wthat are hard of hearing, deaf, 
speech disabled, or deaf-blind.  

ITAC phone equipment works with both landlines and 
cellular phones.

ITAC will be coming to the Village Hall this Summer for 
residents to test and select phones.  

In order to select a phone, you must complete an application 
signed by your doctor and then you will receive a voucher.  

Stop by the Elmwood Park Village Hall on Mondays, and see 
Laura Bilben, senior advocate, or contact at (708) 452-3916, to 
get your application and schedule an appointment to try out the 
latest amplified phones.

If you already have an amplified phone you may be eligible 
for a new one.  

Four Winds Casino, includes $10 toward lunch
Thursday, September 14
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Library News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

7Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

Reading By Design  
Summer Reading 2017: 
June 4 – August 5
Kids and adults of all ages are invited to read 
throughout the summer for the chance to win 
prizes. Register all summer long at either the 
Adult or Kids & Teens Desks.

At the end of Summer Reading, join us to celebrate with a 
Family Field Day on Saturday, August 5 from 12:00 – 3:00 
p.m. in Central Park. Help local artist Antonia Ruppert to create 
a community painting for the Library. There will also be light 
refreshments and fun activities for all ages.

What’s new for you
We have new items for Elmwood Park 
cardholders. Ask for them at the Circulation 
Desk, or plan ahead and place a hold:

• Bocce Set – Check out one of our two 
sets of bocce balls for one week with 
your library card, then head across the 
street to the Circle Courts and get a 
jumpstart on your summer fun! 

• WiFi Hotspots – Wish you could have WiFi at the park? 
On vacation? Now you can! The Library now has five WiFi 
hotspots that you can check out for three weeks with your 
library card. 

Friends Book Sale returns
The Friends Book Sale is finally coming back on Saturday, July 
22 from 12:00 – 4:00 p.m. Stop in for a good deal!

Upcoming event highlights 
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs through July, including:

• A Chat With… Professional Gamer Jordan Heneghan  
(June 12, All ages)

• Shift Your Assets from Clutter to Cash (June 13, Adults)
• A Chat With… Radio Celebrity Brian “Whip” Paruch from 

“The Eric & Kathy Show” (June 19, All ages)
• Introduction to Origami (June 22, Adults)
• Ballet 5:8 Story Time & Workshop (June 22, Ages 3 – 8)
• Cookies & Canvas (June 27, Tots/Kids/MidKids/Teens)
• Trivia Nights (June 27, July 25, Adults)
• Music of Duke Otherwise (July 26, Ages 3 & up)
• Dumpling Festival (July 29, All ages)

Don’t forget about regularly occurring programs—Story Time, 
Chair Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology 
workshops), and weekly movies. Get more info on programs and 
new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the About section of our 
website to sign up.

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea
Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dost pny po polsku.

Support the library
We love our new logo, and we hope 
you do, too! Now you can show 
off your library love with a coffee 
mug ($5.00) or tote bag ($8.00) 
imprinted with our new logo. 
Purchases include sales tax and can 
be made at the Circulation Desk. 

For your convenience
Starting this summer, checked out items that are eligible for 
renewal will automatically get renewed two days before the due 
date. Your regular email notifications now detail items that were 
or were not renewed. For more information about this and our 
renewal rules, check out our library card brochure or the News 
section of our website.

FY 16-17 Annual Report
We are happy to announce that the library had a great year! 

• Over 146,000 visits to the Library
• Over 144,000 books, DVDs, and CDs were checked out
• Over 75,000 visits to our website
• Over 13,000 people attended a Library program or event

To learn more about what we’ve accomplished, upcoming projects, 
and the Library’s value to the community, check out our FY16-17 
Annual Report, posted in the About EPPL section of our website.

Shorts Film Festival: August 19
Do you like making films? We will be taking submissions for our 
first annual Shorts Film Festival in three age groups: MidKids, 
Teens, and Adults. Participants can choose to submit in two 
categories: book and movie trailers, or short original films. 
Submissions are due Saturday, August 5. For more details, 
contact the Kids & Teens Department.

Want to see all the local talent? Join us August 19 to view the 
submissions! Please check in early August for show times. 

Staff pick of the month
This month’s pick, by Assistant Director 
Jason, is Under Rose-Tainted Skies by  
Louise Gornall.

Norah unexplainably began struggling with 
agoraphobia, OCD, and anxiety during high 
school. She knows everything in her head is 
irrational and unreasonable, but cannot stop it 
from controlling her life anyway. Then Luke 
moves in next door, and unlike most people, he 
looks past her mental health issues to see the 
girl that is still inside.

I found this novel heartbreaking and honest, but it managed to 
maintain a sense of humor and hope. Norah is relatable and  
inspiring. Her story is a realistic glimpse into the world of an illness 
that is hard to understand because it cannot be seen.
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Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Get to know your…

Trustees Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino • Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic 

Getting to know your Traffic and Safety Commission 

Have you ever wondered 
who determines which 

corners have a stop sign? Or 
who decides where to place 
pedestrian crosswalks? Well it’s 
certainly not random: Elmwood 
Park’s Traffic and Safety 
Commission is the mastermind 
behind all traffic and safety-
related activities in the Village.  
The commission does research 
and makes recommendations to 
the Village Board.

Today, there are five members 
on the commission who are 
appointed by the Village 
President and then approved by 
trustees. Members serve five 
year terms. The commission’s current chairman is no amateur when 
it comes to traffic matters; Michael Kerschackl has held a spot on the 
board since 1989.

“I’ve had the privilege of 
serving on the Traffic and 
Safety Commission for a 
number of years now,” said 
Kerschackl. “While a lot of 
the work we do is behind 
the scenes, many of our 
decisions are important in 
making sure Elmwood Park 
residents are safe now and in 
the future.”

The Traffic and Safety 
Commission meets once a 

month to discuss ways to better coordinate traffic activities, to prepare 
traffic reports, and to brainstorm educational activities related to traffic 
matters for schools. 

For example, the commission is responsible for determining the 
best location for stop signs, designating pedestrian crosswalks, and 
regulating turning areas. It’s also in charge of other miscellaneous 
traffic issues that keep Elmwood Park running smoothly, such as 
establishing loading, quiet, and play zones. 

Although the focus of the Commission is traffic, much of the work 
overlaps with public safety and public development initiatives. As 
such, the Traffic and Safety Commission often works in partnership 
with the Police Department and Public Works Committee. 

We would like to thank our commission members Michael 
Kerschackl, Steven Carey, Joe Corna, Anthony Kolodzinski, and  
Gene Oggerino for help keeping our streets safe in Elmwood Park.

Have a traffic-related concern or question? Reach out to the 
commission at (708) 452-3900.
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Public works installs traffic study data collection device, used to conduct 
traffic studies at the commission’s request. The Traffic and Safety 
Committee works in partnership with the Police Department and  Public 
Works.Traffic control devices installed by the 

schools.

Michael Kerschackl by the newly 
installed Stop signs at 80th and Barry. 


