
I   hope that everyone has had a great start to 2018. This year 
is shaping up to be every bit as good as 2017. We’re excited 
to build on last year’s successes, including infrastructure 

improvements, redevelopment in some of our key business 
districts, our many great festivals and events, and a renewed focus 
on our community’s renowned food culture. 

Speaking of food, in 2017 we had our most successful Taste of Elmwood Park ever. During the 
fall, we began to build on that success by launching our “Dine Elmwood Park” YouTube series 
that features many of our village’s premier dining options. Check back regularly to see what new 
restaurants we’ve highlighted. This February, we will continue to build our reputation as one of the 
best dining locations in the Chicago area by hosting our first ever Restaurant Week. 

The idea for Restaurant Week came from our Village’s long history as a premier location for 
dining. Over the years, Elmwood Park has become known as a destination for people looking 
for good, authentic food.  Recently we’ve seen many successful restaurants open that feature 
international cuisine and classic American options. In short, there is something for everyone.  

For ten days, from February 16th through the 26th, two dozen restaurants throughout Elmwood 
Park will offer special menus and pricing. So gather up your friends and family to sample some 
of the best dining options in the area. Be sure to look for the full list of participating restaurants in 
this month’s newsletter. 

Also just around the corner is our annual Fight Night. On February 16th at 7 p.m., the Parks & 
Recreation Center will be transformed into a boxing arena where the best local talent will compete 
in front of a packed audience. In addition to boxing, the available food, drinks, and entertainment 
between bouts is bound to keep everyone on the edge of their seats. 

On March 3rd, be sure to bring your kids out to the Winter Carnival from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Parks & Recreation Center. There will be all sorts of games, crafts, food and inflatable jump and 
obstacle course. As always, most of these activities are free.

I am also very excited that Elmwood Park recently made the top five on a national list of  
“25 Neighborhoods that Have It All” according to Redfin, a national real estate company. Redfin 
made this determination based on affordability, transportation, low crime, and good schools. After 
investing in our streets, our flood mitigation project, our schools and our business districts, I am 
proud that Elmwood Park received this national recognition. I look forward to working with the 
entire Village Board, our businesses and residents, for another year of progress in 2018. 

Lastly, as we continue to make our way through the cold months, be sure to check on your 
neighbors, especially the sick and elderly. If someone is in need of assistance, do not hesitate to 
call Village Hall at (708) 452-7300.

Angelo “Skip” Saviano
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Elmwood Park, IL 60707
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a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano

Save the Date

Village Board Meetings
February 5th and March 5th 

6 p.m. in the Village Board Room

Fight Night
Friday, February 16th

7 p.m. 

Parks & Rec Center

Dine-In Elmwood Park
February 16th – 25th

Various locations

Winter Carnival for Kids
Saturday, March 3rd 

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Parks & Rec Center

Spring Clean-Up Week
April 16th – 19th

on your designated garbage day

Shredding, Tire & Electronic 
Waste Drop-off Day

Saturday, April 21st 
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Public Works, 7330 Fullerton
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Elmwood Park residents duke it out each year with lights and cheer for the annual  
Holiday Home decoration contest. Each year Village residents decorate their homes  
and/or blocks where they live in the hope of winning the Holiday Home winner title.

The Village would like to say congratulations to the winners of this year’s contest:  
The Maietta Family, 1708 77th Ct.; The Chappell Family, 2104 75th Ct.; The Wrobel Family, 2739 76th Ct.; and The Pluta Family, 2905 
73rd Ct. The block winners were the 1800 block of 74th Ct. and the 7900 block of Elmgrove Drive. Winners of the Holiday Home 
contest will receive a gift certificate donated by a local business.

“Everyone loves seeing blocks lit up with festive lights over the holiday season,” said Village Clerk Gina Pesko. “Our local merchants 
are happy to support the festive atmosphere and we’re very grateful for their generosity.” 

Congratulations to all! Great job!

Village News 

Elmwood Park makes the top five on a national list of “25 
Neighborhoods that ‘Have it All,’” according to a ranking by 
Redfin, a national real estate company. Redfin took data from 
80 major U.S. markets and analyzed it to find neighborhoods 
with highly-desirable 
characteristics, such as 
home affordability, an easy 
commute, low crime, and  
good schools. 

“The Village has worked 
hard to make Elmwood 
Park an affordable, safe, 
family-friendly place to 
live,” said Village President 
Angelo “Skip” Saviano. 
“We have invested in our 
streets. We have taken 
huge steps to protect our 
homes from flooding. We 
have added to our parks, beautified our business districts and 
strategically added resources to keep our community clean and 
safe. I’m very proud that we made this list and look forward to 
another year of progress throughout 2018.”

Elmwood Park was ranked number five on the list, with a median 
home sale price of $250,000. Only 25 locations across the U.S. 
were included in the ranking. Analysts said that these towns and 
neighborhoods were places to keep an eye on in 2018. Other areas in 

Chicago, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
San Antonio, Dallas, Houston, 
and Miami also made the list.

In order to determine which 
neighborhoods “have it all,” 
Redfin analysts crunched 
data from November 2017. 
They considered zip codes 
where the median home 
price was below the national 
median of $291,700 for 
affordability; home selling 
speed; neighborhoods with 
a GreatSchools rating of 5 
(average) or higher; transit 
scores on Walk Score of at least 
50; and low crime rates. 

The Redfin analysis also predicts the national trend of people 
moving away from expensive, high-tax coastal markets towards 
smaller and more affordable cities to continue and intensify in 2018. 
You can see the full report at http://redf.in/2FqdX4m.

Holiday Home Winners Announced

Elmwood Park Ranks Top 5 Nationally for Desirable Places to Live
Home affordability, commute, crime, and schools taken into account

2905 73rd Ct.

1708 77th Ct.

2739 76th Ct.

2104 75th Ct.
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Village News
Curbside snow removal plan keeps 
streets clear
Kicks in after two inches of snow or more
The Village would like to remind residents that the curbside 
snow removal plan is still in effect for the winter months. 
The plan applies to all Village streets with the exception of 
Harlem, Belmont, Grand, and North avenues.

The program is designed to speed the process of clearing 
Elmwood Park streets after a snowfall of two inches or 
greater. Once the center lanes of residents’ streets have been 
plowed, residents will then be notified of the curbside snow 
removal plan via Blackboard Connect, which sends out 
automated phone calls, emails and text alerts.

If curbside snow removal is set to begin on an ODD-
numbered date, no parking would be allowed on the sides of 
streets with ODD-numbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. that day. The following day, no parking would be allowed 
on the sides of streets with even-numbered addresses.

EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents that Curbside 
Snow Removal is set to begin on December 20th. No parking 
would be allowed on the even-numbered side of the streets that 
day between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. On December 21st, vehicles 
would not be permitted to park on the odd-numbered side 
of the streets.

Failure to comply with these restrictions could result in cars 
being towed at the owner’s expense along with a $50 fine.

Residents can call the snow removal hotline at (708) 
395-4040 or check the Village website and Facebook pages 
for updates.

Residents of Elmwood Park might notice some 
new green technology over the next few months, 
thanks to the 2017 Green Region & Powering 
Safe Communities Grant awarded to the Village. 
The $9,368 will be used to install six solar-
powered radar signs throughout the Village. The 
signs will be primarily placed near school zones.

“We’re thrilled to receive this grant from 
ComEd and its partners,” said Police Chief Frank 
Fagiano. “These funds will allow us to become 
more environmentally friendly and keep up with 
the growth in green technology. Plus, the new 
signs will help make the Village a safe place.”

The grant, which is sponsored by ComEd in partnership with 
Openlands and the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, supports open space 
preservation projects and safety programs. 

The Fire Wire…news from your local firefighters

The Elmwood 
Park Fire 
Department 
reminds 
homeowners 
to avoid piling 
snow around 
fire hydrants. 
In the few 
minutes it takes 
firefighters to 
dig out a snow-covered hydrant, a structure 
fire could double in size.

Firefighters need snow cleared at least 
three feet around a hydrant with a snow-
cleared path from the hydrant to the street. 
Anyone observing a hydrant covered with 
snow should call the Fire Department at 
(708) 453-2600 so workers can be sent to 
clear it.

Elmwood Park receives grant for speed signs
Signs will use solar power

Help keep fire hydrants clear 
of snow!

Refresh your memory on carbon monoxide (CO) safety
Often called the silent killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless, 
colorless gas created when fuels (such as natural gas) burn incompletely. 
Heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel (furnaces, stoves, dryers) can 
be the sources of carbon monoxide. The following will help you practice good 
carbon monoxide safety:

• CO alarms should be installed: In a central location outside each sleeping 
area, on every level of the home, and in other locations where required by 
applicable laws, codes, and standards. 

• Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace according to manufacturer’s 
instructions.

• If the CO alarm sounds and it’s not due to a low battery, immediately go 
outdoors or by an open window or door. Make sure to account for everyone 
inside the home. Then call the fire department and stay there until they arrive.

• If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage immediately after 
starting it. Do not run a vehicle or other fueled engine or motor indoors.

• During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, 
stove, and fireplace are clear of snow.

• A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location, outdoors, and 
away from windows, doors, and vent openings.

• Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO. Only use these outside.
• NEVER heat your home with the stove. 
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Seniors
Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, 
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of 
Elmwood Park. Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at  
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make 
reservations today!

Ameristar Casino
Thursday, February 13th

$25 per person 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”
Drury Lane Oakbrook
Thursday, March 7th

Cost: $78.00 per person
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Cost: $160/dbl; $220 single; $130 triple
Waiting List only

Cost: $165/dbl; $230 single; $140 triple
Departure/Return Times: 7:30 a.m. on April 24th; 
return after 6:30 p.m. on April 26th.

Cost: $43 w/ 24 attendees, $33 w/ 32 attendees
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Cost: $165/dbl; $215/single
Comes with casino cash, meal vouchers

Island Resort & Casino 
Wednesday, March 21st – Friday, March 23rd

Four Winds Casino 
Wednesday, May 16th

Aid and Attendance Pension available  
for veterans
Veterans and single surviving spouses may apply
If you are a veteran and are in need of assistance from the 
VA, you may be eligible to apply for the Aid and Attendance 
Pension. To receive a pension, a veteran must have served on 
active duty, at least 90 days, during a period of war and have an 
honorable discharge. Single surviving spouses of such veterans 
are also eligible. If younger than 65, you must be totally 
disabled to apply for the pension. If age 65 and older, there is no 
requirement for disability, and there is no disability requirement 
for a single surviving spouse.  

To find out if you qualify, veterans may contact their local 
VA department or Vet Assist. Veterans can also contact Senior 
Advocate, Laura Bilben, at (708) 359-0143.

Elmwood Park Senior Club
Looking for members
The Elmwood Park Senior Club is looking for mature adults 
age 55 years and older to join their organization. The Club is 
perfect for those looking for companionship and to engage in 
creative activities to enrich your life.

The Elmwood Park Senior Club meets the first and third 
Monday of each month, September through June. Meetings are 
held at 12:30 p.m. at the Parks & Recreation Center, 11 Conti 
Parkway. Those interested in joining can contact Tina Gordon, 
senior citizen coordinator, for more information: (708) 452-3962. 
Join us on February 5th and 26th or March 5th and 19th. We hope to 
see you there!

Two senior snow removal programs available
Program 1: General snow removal assistance 
This program is for seniors and 
residents with disabilities and 
includes shoveling sidewalks around 
the house and stairs; driveways and 
garages are not included. The pay 
rate for normal snowfall (3 inches 
or less) is $10, and corner lots pay 
$15. Additional work is negotiable. 
Homeowners will pay students once 
the work is done.

Program 2: Snow voucher program
This program provides snow shoveling after a snowfall of 6 
inches or more. Senior participants will be notified of Voucher 
Days through a public service phone call activated by the 
Village. Residents can then contact students from an Eligibility 
List to come clear snow. Students will remove snow from the 
front steps and create a clear path from the home to the street. 
Shoveling begins 12 to 24 hours following the end of a snowfall. 
Once snow removal is complete, the resident will fill out a 
voucher and give it to a student to submit to Senior Coordinator 
Tina Gordon. The Village of Elmwood Park will issue payment 
at the end of the month by mail directly to the student.

Residents can also contact Tina Gordon for more information 
on snow dates and the voucher program. Reach her at: tgordon@
elmwoodpark.org, (708) 261-1154, or (708) 452-3962.

Lake of the Torches Resort Casino
Tuesday, April 24th – Thursday, April 26th

 SOLD OUT!

The Elmwood Park Police 
Department would like to 
remind residents that their 
vehicles must now display 
2018 vehicle stickers. The 
deadline was January 31st. 
Vehicles not displaying the 
new stickers are at risk of 
being ticketed and fined.

You may still purchase your 
stickers at Village Hall, 11 
Conti Parkway, during normal 
business hours. However, late 
purchases are subject to a late 

fee. Online payments are not available for late purchases.

2018 Vehicle stickers required

Meskwaki Hotel/Casino plus Riverside Casino
June 20th – 22nd



7

Library News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

7Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

Follow Your Favorite Genres
Sign up for our NextReads genre eNewsletters and 
we’ll send reading lists right to your inbox along with 

new gems, bestsellers, and related titles.

Lists will be linked 
to the SWAN catalog, 
so you’ll also be able 
to check whether the 
items are available at the 
Library and place a hold.

To get started, visit our website and find the link under About 
EPPL. Pick the genres you like and enter your email address, and 
we’ll start delivering recommended reads to your inbox!

Congratulations to our Sheriff’s Medal 
Winners!
Congratulations to Abdo and Christian, two of our Young Adult 
Council members, for receiving the Cook County Sheriff’s Youth 
Service Medal of Honor. 

This past year these dedicated 
young men have each volunteered 
more than 100 hours in service to 
the Library and our community. 
In addition, this is the third year 
that they have earned this award by 
volunteering within Elmwood Park.

We are thankful for their hard 
work and contributions, and look 
forward to hearing about their 
future achievements.

Upcoming Event Highlights
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs, including:

• Family Trivia Night (Feb. 6, All ages)
• Mardi Gras Party (Feb. 13, Ages 4-8)
• Appy Hour (Feb. 22, Adults)
• Geek Trivia (Feb. 28, Teens)
Don’t forget regularly occurring programs – Story Time, 

Chair Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology 
workshops), and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more 
info on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the 
About section of our website to sign up.

Mango Languages 
Learn a Language – Have you ever wanted to learn French, 
German, Japanese, or maybe…Yiddish? Mango Languages offers 
language learning in 64 different languages, with follow-along 
audio lessons. 

Learn English – Maybe you speak 
Spanish, Polish, or another language, 
and you want to learn English? Mango 
Languages also offers lessons in ESL 
learning.

Aprende Inglés – ¿Quiere aprender a 
hablar Inglés? Mango Languages tiene 
lecciones en audio para Inglés como 
Idioma Secundario (ESL) aprendizaje.

Ucz się angielskiego – Chcesz nauczyć się języka angielskiego? 
Mango Languages oferuje lekcje audio dla Angielski Jako Drugi 
Język (ESL) nauki.

Get Started Today – Visit the ESL & Languages page of our 
website to get started using your computer.  Or learn on-the-go 
with the Mango Languages app for your device. Either way, it’s 
free with your library card! 

Charity Flower Sale
February 12 & 13  |  3:30-8:30 p.m. 
The Library’s Young Adult Council will be 
selling roses for Valentine’s Day to raise 
money for Hephzibah Children’s Association, 
which provides a nurturing haven for kids in 
need. Bring a smile to someone’s face and 
support a great cause.

Staff Pick of the Month
It Devours, by Joseph Fink, is this month’s pick chosen by 
Assistant Director Jason.

This sequel to Welcome to Night Vale 
continues to explore the weird, desert 
town of Night Vale.  The story follows 
outsider scientist Nilanjana as she tries 
to uncover why mysterious holes keep 
appearing in town, swallowing up people 
and buildings. Her investigations lead to 
a giant centipede, a house-that-doesn’t-
exist, and the Joyous Congregation 
of the Smiling God. Despite its silly, 
supernatural strangeness, this unique 
series continues to delight with oddly 
poignant insights about relationships, 
religion, and life. 

Additionally, I recommend the audiobook, narrated by Cecil 
Baldwin, the voice of the Welcome to Night Vale podcast. He 
has an amazing, silky voice, which makes the story that much 
more enjoyable.

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea.

Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dostępny po polsku.



Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Save the dates…

Winter Carnival promises fun for kids
Different name, same fun as last year

Those that previously enjoyed the annual Mardi Gras event can mark their calendars 
for the Winter Carnival on Saturday, March 3rd. This kid-friendly fest is the same as 
last year, but with a different name. The Winter Carnival will be held at the Parks & 
Recreation Center, 2 Conti Parkway. The action begins at 11 a.m. and runs until 3 p.m.

“It’s tough being cooped up all winter, especially for kids,” said Village Trustee 
Angie Stranges. “The Winter Carnival is a great opportunity to get a change of 
scenery and have some family-friendly fun.”

The Winter Carnival will feature an inflatable jump and obstacle course, carnival 
games, crafts, and food. Kids from pre-school through 6th grade are welcome to 
attend. Admission is free!

   

INDOOR 
INDOOR   

FUN FAIR!
FUN FAIR!  

 

Saturday, 

March 3, 2018 

11 AM - 3 PM 

Parks and Rec Center 

2 Conti Pkwy 
 

Toddlers - 6th Grade 

Elmwood Park Residents Only 

 

INFLATABLE OBSTACLE COURSE  

INFLATABLE JUMP  -  CRAFTS 

CARNIVAL GAMES - PRIZES  

FOOD VENDORS 

Fight Night, right around the corner!
Annual event returns February 16th 

Get ready to sit ringside, as the fifth annual Fight Night has finally arrived! 
This one-night live amateur boxing event will take place on February 16th at 
the Parks & Recreation Center, 2 Conti Parkway.

“We’ve been waiting all winter for Fight Night,” said Village Trustee Alan 
Kaminski. “There’s nothing quite like watching a fight live; the crowd, the 
boxers, the atmosphere. I hope residents will come out to join in on the fun.”

Attendees will enjoy special entertainment in between bouts, so there will 
never be a dull moment. Food and drink will also be available for purchase. 
Tickets for the boxing match-ups will be available for $50 at the Village 
Hall during normal business hours. Ticket sales are used to pay for the costs 
associated with Fight Night itself. 

Village of Elmwood Park
11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707
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Village of Elmwood Park
11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707
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