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We’re excited to announce our second annual Dine-In Elmwood Park Restaurant Week
from February 15 – 24 when our great local restaurants will offer special menus and
promotions. Restaurant week was a great success last year with write ups in food blogs,
and features on TV, radio, and in print. Elmwood Park continues to be known as a great
destination for dining. Check out the village’s YouTube channel at www.YouTube.com/
villageofelmwoodpark to see videos of some of the restaurants participating in this year’s
Dine-In Elmwood Park.

Save the Date
Village Board Meetings
February 4 and March 4
6 p.m. in the Village Board Room
th

I

hope everyone’s New Year is off to a good start and
2019 is shaping up to be healthy and prosperous.
2018 was a great year for Elmwood Park and
2019 promises to be filled with great events, continued
improvements to our infrastructure, and more economic
growth, which all make our community a great place to live, work, and play.
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Fight Night
Friday, February 15th
7 p.m.
Parks & Rec Center

Dine-In Elmwood Park
February 15th – 24th
Various locations
#elmwoodparkeats

Coinciding with the first day of Restaurant Week is our sixth annual Fight Night with
live amateur boxing on February 15th. Filled with exciting action and live entertainment
between bouts, Fight Night has become a popular winter pastime for people from all
around the area. So mark your calendars, grab a bite to eat at a local restaurant and head
over to the Parks and Recreation Center to see live boxing at its best.
We’re also pleased to announce that village residents will see new garbage cans
delivered to their homes in mid-April. Lakeshore Recycling Services will take over as the
waste hauler for Elmwood Park beginning May 1, 2019. We’re confident that residents
will be pleased with the new service that Lakeshore provides. You can read more about
the agreement in the newsletter.
Lastly, remember to keep an eye on your neighbors as we make our way through the
winter, especially the elderly and those with special needs.
I hope to see all of you out and enjoying all that Elmwood Park has to offer.

Winter Carnival for Kids
Saturday, March 9th
11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Parks & Rec Center

Spring Clean-Up Week
April 1st – 4th

Warm wishes,

Angelo “Skip” Saviano
Elmwood Park Village President

VILLAGE NEWS
Fight Night, right around the corner!
Annual event returns February 15th
The sixth annual Fight Night is back and will once again be packed with live
boxing and entertainment. This one-night live amateur boxing event will take place
on February 15 at the Parks & Recreation Center, 2 Conti Parkway.
Coinciding with the kick-off of the second annual Dine in Elmwood Park
Restaurant Week, attendees are encouraged to take advantage of specials and deals
at local restaurants before coming to the event.
“The energy and excitement of being at a live boxing event is something you
have to experience,” said Village Trustee Alan Kaminski. “People come from all
over the area to watch the fights. It’s something we look forward to all winter.”
Attendees will enjoy special entertainment from Diva Montell and Donny Greco
between bouts, so there will never be a dull moment. Food and drink will also be
available for purchase. Tickets for the boxing event will be available for $50 at the
Village Hall during normal business hours. Ticket sales are used to pay for the costs
associated with Fight Night itself.

Free Admission!
The Winter Carnival is back again this year on Saturday, March 9. This annual
kid-friendly festival is packed with fun, food, and friends. The Winter Carnival
will be held at the Parks & Recreation Center, 2 Conti Parkway. The action
begins at 11 a.m. and runs until 3 p.m.
“This is a great chance to let the kids blow off some steam as we move
through the winter months,” said Village Trustee Angie Stranges. “The Winter
Carnival is a great opportunity to get a change of scenery and have some
family-friendly fun.”
The Winter Carnival will feature an inflatable jump and obstacles course,
carnival games, crafts, and food. Kids from pre-school through 6th grade are
welcome to attend. Admission is free!

Clerk’s Corner:
In preperation for the Local Consolidated Election on April 2, 2019,
Elmwood Park Village Hall will again be hosting Early Voting. Village
Hall will be open the following dates for early voting:
Monday – Saturday, March 18th – 23rd
Sunday, March 24th
Monday – Friday, March 25th – March 29th
Saturday, March 30th
Sunday, March 31st
Monday, April 1st

9:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
9:00 am – 7:00 pm
9:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Residents may visit Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway, to register to vote by March 5th, 2019.
If you have any other questions, feel free to contact Village Clerk, Gina Pesko at
(708) 452-3911.
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Be on the lookout for
2019 summer camp info!
Summer camp details are
being finalized at the Parks
and Recreation facility. Check
back at the website www.parks.
elmwoodpark.org to make sure
you don’t miss your chance to
sign up for summer fun for your
youngsters.

Holiday Home Winners Announced
Elmwood Park residents
duke it out each year with
lights and cheer for the
annual Holiday Home
decoration contest. Each
year Village residents
decorate their homes and/or
blocks where they live in the
hope of winning the Holiday
Home winner title.
“We had great
participation as usual,”
said Village Clerk Gina
Pesko. “We would like to
thank Tiny Tap, Edelweiss,
Old World Pizza and Maria’s
for donating gift certificates
for the winners and we’re
very grateful for their
generosity.” Congratulations
to all!

3119 78th Court

7643 Fullerton Avenue

7937 Elmgrove Drive

7923 Cortland Parkway

The Village would like to say congratulations to the winners of this year’s contest: 3119 78th Court – the Squeo Residence; 7643
Fullerton Avenue – The Cannon Residence; 7937 Elmgrove Drive – The Fritz Residence; 7923 Cortland Parkway – The Ciccio
Residence; Southside block winner: 1900 75th Court; and the Northside block winner: 7800 Cressett Dr.

Curbside snow removal plan keeps streets clear

2019 Vehicle stickers required
The Elmwood Park Police Department would like to
remind residents their vehicles must now display 2019
vehicle stickers. The deadline was January 31st. Vehicles
not displaying the new stickers are at risk of being
ticketed and fined.
You may still purchase your stickers at Village Hall,
11 Conti Parkway, during normal business hours.
However, late purchases are subject to a late fee. Online
payments are not available for late purchases. Call (708)
452-3900 for more details.

Kicks in after two inches of snow or more
The Village would like to remind residents that the curbside snow
removal plan is still in effect for the winter months. The plan applies to
all Village streets with the exception of Harlem, Belmont, Grand, and
North avenues.
The program is designed to speed the process of clearing Elmwood
Park streets after a snowfall of two inches or greater. Once the center
lanes of residents’ streets have been plowed, residents will then be
notified of the curbside snow removal plan via Blackboard Connect,
which sends out automated phone calls, emails and text alerts.
If curbside snow removal is set to begin on an ODD-numbered
date, no parking would be allowed on the sides of streets with ODDnumbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. that day. The following
day, no parking would be allowed on the sides of streets with evennumbered addresses.
EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents that Curbside Snow
Removal is set to begin on December 20th. No parking would be
allowed on the even-numbered side of the streets that day between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. On December 21st, vehicles would not be permitted to
park on the odd-numbered side of the streets.
Failure to comply with these restrictions could result in cars being towed
at the owner’s expense along with a fine of $50.
Residents can call the snow removal hotline number at (708) 395-4040.
3

VILLAGE NEWS
Elmwood Park Gets New Waste Hauler
Lakeshore Recycling begins May 1st, 2019
Starting May 1, 2019,
Lakeshore Recycling Systems
will pick up residents’
garbage, recycling, and yard
waste. Lakeshore Recycling
beat other companies in a
competitive procurement
process for waste collection in
Elmwood Park.
“We want to make sure that
our residents are receiving
the best services at the lowest
cost,” said Village President
Angelo “Skip” Saviano.
“Lakeshore Recycling has
been serving the Chicago
area for almost 20 years and
they brought us a very good
proposal for waste hauling
that will give the village the
best bang for the buck.”
Lakeshore Recycling says
that service days for all residents will stay the same and that there
should be no interruptions in service.
New, blue waste carts will be delivered curbside to single
family homes starting around the third week in April. Two-Flat

buildings will receive
a 95 gallon waste cart;
three-flat buildings will
receive two 95 gallon
waste carts; four-flat
buildings will receive a
one-yard container; and
five-flat buildings will
receive a one-and-a-halfyard waste container.
Recycling carts will
remain the same. They
will not be changed out at
this time.
Under the terms of the
new agreement, residents
will no longer be required
to purchase and affix
refuse stickers to extra
waste. “This is a huge
benefit for our residents,”
said Saviano.
Residents can reach out to Lakeshore Recycling Systems
at (773) 685-8811, or visit: www.LRSrecycles.com. More
information will be available on the village website as it becomes
available.

The Fire Wire…news and updates from your local firefighters
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Help keep fire hydrants clear
of snow!

New Fire Chief Takes the Helm

The Elmwood
Park Fire
Department
reminds
homeowners
to avoid piling
snow around
fire hydrants.
In the few
minutes it takes
firefighters to
dig out a snow-covered hydrant, a structure
fire could double in size.
Firefighters need snow cleared at least
three feet around a hydrant with a snowcleared path from the hydrant to the street.
Anyone observing a hydrant covered with
snow should call the Fire Department at
(708) 453-2600 so workers can be sent to
clear it.

Elmwood Park has a new
Fire Chief. As of January 1st,
2019, Michael Terzo will
be heading the Elmwood
Park Fire Department. Terzo
worked his way up through
the department and has
served as a firefighter for
nearly 20 years.
“Michael has served the
residents of Elmwood Park
well,” said Village President
Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “I’m confident that he will continue his dedication to
our community as the Chief of the Fire Department.”
Kevin Flaherty was appointed to Deputy Fire Chief on January 1st, 2019, and
has been serving on this department for over twenty years. Matthew Doro was
appointed Captain on December 8th, 2018, and has been with the department for
almost 30 years.
We would also like to mention our newest member, Michael Otte, joined the
fire department in October. Congratulations and best of luck to all!

New Deputy also named

RESTAURANT WEEK SPECIALS
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SENIORS
Trips & Excursions

Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park,
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of
Elmwood Park. Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make
reservations today!
Painting Party at Bottle Bottega
Tuesday, February 12th
Attendees will be painting canvas tote bags
Cost: $56/person
Departure time: 9 a.m.
Island Resort & Casino
Wednesday, February 27th – Friday, March 1st
Cost: $160/dbl; $220 single; $130 triple
Departure/Return times: 8 a.m. Feb. 27th to 8:30 p.m. Mar. 1st

Thank you!

The Elmwood Park Senior Club would like to offer a big
thank you to the St. Celestine Boy Scout Troop 890 for the
Christmas Cards that they delivered. The senior club enjoyed
reading them at their holiday luncheon.

Senior Taxes – Book your appointment now!
RSVP of West Suburban Cook and Southern DuPage Counties,
sponsored by Triton College in River Grove, is once again
offering the Internal Revenue Service’s Tax Counseling for the
Elderly (TCE), a free program for individuals age 60 and older
from low- to moderate-income households. RSVP has been
providing this program for more than 20 years in partnership
with the IRS. The Village of Elmwood Park will be hosting the
Free tax service for our residences every Tuesday through tax
season, February – April. For an appointment call Triton RSVP
at (708) 456-0300 ext. 3895.

Extended Hours for Dial-A-Ride Program
The Dial-a-Ride program is a free bus service available to senior
citizens 65 years and older, and residents with disabilities or
special needs.
Service Area boundaries are from Irving Park Road to Lake
Street, and from Narragansett to 15th Avenue. Dial-a-ride stops
include Elmwood Park restaurants, markets, banks, and METRA
Station, Gottlieb Hospital, Harlem and Irving Plaza, Brick
Yard Mall, Thatcher Woods Mall, Winston Plaza Shops, and
Downtown Oak Park.
To schedule your next trip, call (708) 452-3902 at least 24 hours
in advance. Appointments can be made up to 2 weeks in advance,
based on availability. Same day scheduling is not typically
available and cancellations must be made 24 hours in advance.
The bus operates Mondays through Fridays from 7 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There is no
service on Sundays.
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Mamma Mia at Drury Lane Oakbrook
Thursday, March 14th
Cost: $85/person
Departure/Return times: 10:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Ameristar Casino
Tuesday, March 19th
Cost: $25/person
Departure/Return times: 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Four Winds Casino
Wednesday, April 24th
Cost: $43 w/ 24 attendees, $33 w/ 32 attendees
Departure/Return times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Blue Chip Casino
Wednesday, May 15th
Cost: $25/person
Departure/Return times: 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Island Resort & Casino
Wednesday, June 26th – Friday, 28th
Cost: $170/dbl; $230/single; $140/triple
Departure/Return times: 8 a.m. June 26th to 8:30 p.m. June 28th
Lake of the Torches Casino
Tuesday, August 20th – Thursday, August 22nd
Cost $150.00/dbl; $205.00/single; $135.00 triple
Departure/Return times: 7:30 a.m. Aug. 20th to
8:30 p.m. Aug. 22nd

ADA Para Transit Service
If you have a disability that prevents you from using the fixed
route Pace bus, CTA bus, or train services, you may be eligible
for ADA Paratransit Services. This is a shared ride, advance
reservation, origin-to-destination service. Individuals interested
in applying for this service may call RTA’s ADA Paratransit
Program to request an application at (312) 663-4357.

LIBRARY News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library
Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea.

Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dostępny po polsku.

Lobby Project Updates
From mid-February through April,
the Library will be completing a
lobby redesign. This project will
bring fresh new walls, carpeting,
and furniture, along with an
interior book return, community
information area, artwork, and a
snack space with vending options. We are very excited to share
this building improvement with you.
At the time of this writing, we do not have an official timeline,
but expect that the Library will remain open throughout. There
will be some noise and dust centered in the entry and front desk
area. At some point during the project, we will also need to
temporarily relocate the front desk to the Ferrentino Room and
move programs to the lower level. We will provide immediate
updates via our eNewsletter, website, and social media, as well
as signs in the entryway. Please look for updates and plan your
visits accordingly.

3D Printing
Have you heard about 3D printing and
wish you could try it out? Come to the
Library and use our MakerBot Replicator
for free to make three-dimensional objects
such as jewelry, figurines, tools, and more.
Contact our Technology Librarian, Ahren
Sievers, for more details if you have a
design you would like to print at the
Library. Or make a 1-on-1 appointment with Ahren or someone
from Adult Services to receive instruction on using TinkerCAD, a
free online 3D design program for creating and modifying designs.

Explore Digital Magazines
In-depth news & science. Yummy recipes. Travel
ideas. Health & beauty tips. Sports & music. Home
decorating. Digital magazines provide a wide array
of topics, and look great on your tablet or computer.
Use your Elmwood Park library
card to check them out for free
with the Library’s subscriptions
through the RBdigital platform.
Magazines are always available, and there
are no limits or due dates. You can even get
future issues to automatically check out and
download.
Stop by the Adult Services desk and ask us to help you get started.
You can also visit elmwoodparklibrary.org and go to eBooks &
More for more information and instructional guides for your device.

1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
is a nationwide challenge that
encourages parents and caregivers
to regularly read aloud to their
children. By reading just one book
a night, families can reach the
1,000-book goal in three years
while providing children essential
early literacy skills.
To help encourage you to
participate in this important
activity, the Library has an
incentive program to help you keep
track of your books. Registration is ongoing at the Kids & Teens
desk. For a reading log or more information, visit our website or
stop by the Library.

Upcoming Events
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop
on our programs, including:
• Chocolate Truffle Decorating (Feb. 12, Adults)
• How to Train Your Dragon Party (Feb. 25, Grades 3 – 6)
• Peppa Pig Party (Feb. 28, Ages 3 – 8)
• Canvas & Coffee (Feb. 28, Adults) Sponsored by AgeOptions
• What Are Your Old Coins Worth? (Mar. 5, Adults)
Sponsored by the Friends of the Elmwood Park Library
• Medicare Fraud and Abuse: How to Prevent, Detect, and
Report (Mar. 7, Adults) Sponsored by AgeOptions
• Tai Chi (Mar. 18, Adults)
Don’t forget regularly occurring programs – Story Time, Chair
Yoga, PNG (Project Next Generation hands-on technology
workshops), and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more
info on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the
About section of our website to sign up.

Beyond Books Collection:
HappyLight Touch
It’s the middle of winter, and the dark, short days
can bring down your mood and energy. So let
the Library bring a little light into your life with
the newest addition to our
Beyond Books Collection, the
HappyLight Touch.
This item offers a natural
sunlight solution in an energy-efficient
lamp, providing bright light phototherapy
on dull days and throughout the entire year.
It delivers intense 10,000 lux for increased
energy, focus, & sleep.
Ask for the HappyLight Touch at the Circulation Desk to make
this winter a little brighter.

Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

7

Village of Elmwood Park
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Elmwood Park, IL 60707
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Date
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Elmwood Park is home to some of
the best restaurants in the region.

We’re proud to bring you the second
annual Dine in Elmwood Park
Restaurant Week. Check out the
special menus and promotion that
our local eateries are offering from
February 15th – 24th on page 5 inside
this newsletter!
For more information, visit
www.elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.: Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

